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7o THE CITIZENS OF VIC-
TORIA:

4 question of paramount im-
rortance to every business man,
every property owner and cvery
workingman in the city of Vic-
toria, is, ‘‘What is~to be the fu-
ture of Victoria as a commercial
port?”’

Occupying, as it does, an un-
rivalled position on the Pacific,
Victoria has not reached that
stage of development as a port

A e B

that its splendid geographical |

<itnation has made possible; the
reasons it is needless here to dis-
-uss. But, unquestionably, one
cason that could be urged against
ny considerable increase in our
resent limited sea-borne trade
the utter inadequacy of the
arbors, outer and inner, and it is
ybably not too much to say that
: the facilities for shipping are
rmitted to remain for the next
« years as they now are, the tre-
.ndous development in ship-
ng that will follow the opening
the Panama canal will find the
ommodation in more enterpris-
s ports which is denied it in this.
i trade once fixed in other
nnels may mever be diverted
Victoria.
w7, then, is the time to con-
that guestion and to seftle
'l time the future of Viectoria
. great commercial and ship-
» port. Her destiny in other
cts 15 assured.
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Hon. Mr. Templemém Unreserﬁgediy Endorsed a PrOject of Supreme

Importance--Prepare for Tra

de ollomg Opening Panama Canal

seal upen this project. That is
their part in the present climax.
The eyes of the world are turned
toward the last West in Canada.
Development is far reaching and
includes every part of the pro-
vince. The shipping of the - fu..
ture must have -its world-wide
centre established at some point

on the Pacific seaboard, and there
is every reason why Victeria
should be the peint. Other cities
will contend for it, and other in-
terests will endeavor to carry it
elsewhere. But with completion
of the works above outlined, Vic-
toria may rest secure in her posi-
tion, confident that the progress
of the near future will = outrival
that of the immediate past _in
everything that goes to make a
city industrially great and com-
mercially prosperous.

This projeet has not originated
with me. It has been advocated
for many years by the Board of
Trade and many prominent citi-
zens interested in the city’s trans-
portation . problem. . Tentative
plans have been discussed and es-
timates made. I have but adopt-
ed the views .of those best compe-
tent to express an opiniom, and
while the project, as outlined, may
require minor changes when it
comes to be worked out in detail
by the engineers, I arh satisfied
it will not be found necessary to
alter it in any essential particu-
lar. & i
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5 vl to aecommodate uli
s213; to-day it is taxed to its
apacity, and frequently the
- harbor iy altogetker inade-
te for the business now being
When the Panama canal
pened the number of ‘.arge!
:els coming to North Pacific
st noints will be enormously
nereased.  Anticipating the com-
tion nf this canal in 1914, many
the sea port cities to the South
slready undertsking harbor
wgements, and on  Puget
'nd many millions of dollars]

| be expended for the accom

lition f the increased ton
ge that must inevitably
ra to these Northern ports
n the round-the-world route

mally established.

The hreakwater shown in the
n will secure a perfectly safe
vber, cempletely protected from
uthwesterly winds. A break-
vater from Holland Point to
Brotchie Ledge, 2,700 feet in
length, with a wing from Brotchie
Ledge westerly for a distance of
600 feet, with an additional break-
water from McCauley Point for a
distance of 1,350 feet in a south-
casterly direction, will enclose
ver 680 acres of water of suffi-
°nt depth, measured inward to
nrel ‘Point. Complete protec-
n will be afforded to the outer
rbor and to the entrance to the
er harbor. Within this en-
sure the most ample provision
he made for the accommoda-
: of all deep draught ocean go-
vessels, and a system of dock-
nrivate or otherwise, will be
loped in wharves and store-
ses, which would by degrees
v with the growth of --ship-
¢ and provide for all time to

%eo. B. Keefer, . resident
neer  of Dominion Public
k3, estimates the cost of these
' breakwaters  at- $2,000,000,
L is, $1,280,000 for the Holland

ves, five vears agc, the harbor was 3 : S MA?’LA UGHLIN
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“Uint breakwater and $720,000

(approximately) for the other.
Mr. Sorby, C.E., an earnest advo-
cate for years of an improved

harbor, estimated the cost of the
first named breakwater at a lit-
tle over a million dollars. In ad-
dition to this, it is estimated that
the cost of deepening the inner
harbor to a uniform depth will
be about $1,000,000, or a total
harbor improvement of $3,000,000.
This work, it is contemplated, can
be completed in four years, at an
annual expenditure of $750,000 a
year. :

With the advent of the trade
via the Panama canal, and the in-
creased expansion of the trans-
Pacific shipping, the present is &
critical time dn the history of the
development of this city. It is a
time when all responsible citizens
should calmly calculate the beme-
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fits which will accrue to business
and to the value of holdings in

the city, immediately upon the]

undertaking of this great work.
That it will mean the commence-
ment of a new era in the prosper-

ment, and that such development
once begun must continue for a
long time to come, is as evident
a8 a great future for the Western
Coast of Canada ig firmly astab-
lished. There is no one who has
fixed interests. or invesments  in
Victoria or on Vancouver Island
to whom this is not plain, thatiin
making provision for such ship-
ping as must maturally seek this
port, the city of Victoria will soon
realize theé expectations which
have all along been the hope and
mainstay of all its citizens. s
. It is Tor the citizens to set their

minion House, it will be my
duty to secure the commeneement
of this work as soon as the engin-
eer can prepare plans and specifi-
cations and an appropriation is
obtained for the purpose at the
coming session of Parliament. The
Premier and the Minister of Pub-
lic Works are personally familiar
with the conditions here and the
need of improvement, and will fa-
vor the making of Victoria a great
national port. The project, inso-
far as its mecessity and its cost
are concerned, has been approved,
the Government being fully con-
vinced that the commerce of the
city demands an outlay which will
enable Victoria to retain pre-
eminence among thé ports hand-
ling the trade of the Pacific.
The improvement of the mid-
dle harbor is an immediate " re-
quirement and can be proceeded
with simultaneously with the
building of the breakwater at Hol-
land Point, which should be the

first of the breakwaters to be con-
structed. ;

The waterfront along the Vic-
toria West front and on James
Bay side, now inaccessible, will
be rendered available for cominer-
cial purposes, and docks can be
built with rail conrections fo uro-
vide transportstion facilities for
vessels np to the size cf the Blun
Funnel linors and the new C. P

ity of Victoria needs no argu- - Openses. :

To render t:o inner harbor easy

of access for ‘he largest fype-of
coasting vessels a portion of Lau-
rel Point will be removed and the
minimum depth requisite for such
vesseis will be carried the harbor
width. -
* The upper harbor is now being
dredged to a depth of 25 feet,
and that work will be completed
within the time specified.

A contract has already been en-
tered into with the B. ©. Marine,
Railway to construct & drydock
of the first class, which that com-

“HFe o (Concluded on page 4)




