
xo8 THE PLAIN MAN AND HIS WIFE
You married her because you were attracted to
her; and what attracted you was a myaterious,

never-to-be-defined quality about her» an efflu-

ence, an emanation, a lurking radiance, an en-

tirely enigmatic charm. In the end •* charm •*
ia

the one word that even roughly indicates that ele-

ment hi her personality which caused you to bse
your head about her. A shnilar phenomenon is

to be observed in all marriages of inclination. A
similar phenomenon is at the bottom of most
social movements.' Why, the Men's League for

Women's Suffrage itself cerUinly came into be-

ing through the strange workings of that same
phenomenon! You married Mrs. Omicron
doubtless because she was " suiuble," but her
•* suitability/' for you, consisted in the way she

breathed, the way she crossed a room, a transient

gesture, a vibration in her voice, a blush, a glance,

the curve of an arm— nothing, nothhig and
yet everything I

You may condescend towards this quality of

hers, Mr. Omicron— you may try to dismiss it

as "feminine charm," and have done with it

But you cannot have done with it. And
the fact will ever remain that you are inca-

pable of supplying it yourself, with all your tal-


