
RELIGION AS FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD
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What is that but another way of say-mg, " Be ye holy, for I am holyj' Butwe have been so blind to all this lov-

ZnT^ of God that we have looked
upon Him as a hard taskmaster or an
indulgent convenience to step in and deliver
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There is much that is stem in the Bible,
but so there is in all real friendship. We
cannot admit to the sanctity of our friend-

nlZX^'T' !!;^° '' ^'"^'"'^ ^"^ "^de- He will
mistake kindness for weakness and stern-
ness for harsh temper. He must be kept
at arm s length till his character is such thathe can sympathize with and appreciate ours.

nlirS*T ^^J ^^^"* ^ ^°"^' ^'<^ disci-
pime He has had to put us through beforewe are ready for this sacred opportunity of
friendship with Him.

^iJh'rtf^ Z^^i '^ "''^"'- Friendship
with God. With all the closeness ofour nearest and dearest earthly friend,
God IS our friend. If we truly loveany one, how we long to have him think well
of us how we bend our every energy to be
worthy of his respect and his affection
What an incentive, then, ought this to be to
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