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6 Latin Lkssuns for HKtiiwKK.s.

Diphthonfi:s.

8. The (lii)lnh()n«:s in Latm have all arisen from two
vowels sountlcd in their proper order. b-U slurred so
that they occupy the time of a sin^de lonj-- vowel. Latin
has «ix diphthonyrs, of which only ae and au occur
fre(iuently.

ae is sounded iike at in ais/f.

au ••

oe ••

ei "

eu "

ui •

" " oit \n house.

" " oi in dfliV.

" " ri in rr///.

" i-oo in rapid succession.

" oo-i in rapid succession.

Amon«: the Romans themselves in Imi)erial times,
^here was a tendency to replace the diphthon«-al sound
of ae by the lon.1,.- sound of e (like ai in A//;/), and this
from about 300 A.D. became the re^idar pronunciati<.n.

Consonants.

9. The consonants have each a sinjrle sound, which
in most cases is that usual in English. The followinj^
points deserve special attention :

C is sounded as in rof/zr, sceptic, never as in cent, sceptre.

g .. I.

S " II

t " II

X " II

J '

V II

" " get, g i:c, never as in ^'-f;;/, g//,.

" " t//is,j>as, never as in //is, //as.

" " v/ig/tticst, never as in rig//teo/is.

'< " exe/r/se (.r - /s), never as in evert

"
.1' in.ir/. or asy in Hallel/ija!/.

" le in -ivet, beivare.

r is distinctly sounded in all positions.


