
with iust pride, point to the fact that Nova Scotia is at tKls momenfc,

S in-oportion to population, the largest ship-owniug country in th.^

"^""['have not alluded to our gold mines, because I do not attach and

I ne er Lve attached, any considerable importance to /h.s m-;««*^

There ai-e few countries whose gold mines have been of much value

tn t'nmn bevond the attraction they offer to the roving and adventu-

^us h^^^^^^^^^ useful /opulation only -^^n their energies

are directed to other and less hazardous pursuits. But the great m-

TsttXh remains is the one to which your attention -
J--

im-

mediately invited, by the Exhibition of to-day. The men ^ ho In e by

the land in Nova Scotia far out-number those ^^'^^
l^y^^^-^^^^^*^

Fifty thousand men are returned m the cen.us of 1871 '^^
^"^^; f\^^

of tile soil, while the combined numbers of those who go down to the

I'm 4s, and of those who spread their nets ^- -h' ^-f^.
19 UOO the seamen counting about eleven thousand, and the tisher-

Len bout%ight thousand f the farmers therefore, -e moi-e than

twice, nearly three times, as numerous as the aggregate of both the

^;^ZSt- so largely in ^e table of e.por^ i. i^bec^usc

the productions of the farm are largely
^^^^^f 1 . ^MhTVoturns

all events, within the Province. It is only by looking at the ictirns

of the census that we can measure thefair relative proportion which

aub'^sts between the products of the other industries m which our

neouTe Ire engaged, and of those of the 50,000 faimlies occupied in

S a
'g the ?oii: Applying this test with a. much accura<^^. the

dlct^ of the tables in the census of 1861 will permit, we hud that

in !otual value the product of the soil in 1860, the year before, was

hrte hliefa^miXas the product of the fisheries ot" the same year,

and this, too, without takipg into account the mcrea«e li e s.uJc-

an element the importance of which will be obvious when it is con-

Setd that the rlu-ns show we had in that yen. au amount of live

stock worth in all u\er eleven millions ot dollars,

^b'o that while our farmers are vastly more numerous tban our

fishermen it is pleasing to find that, man tor man, they each year

Smo e 'to tUactual^oduction of what sustains life than even hat

talulle part of the population which gives us the means of importing

S V arTree and on^ half millions worth of foreign produce.

It is a hannv peculiarity of the Province-it is a pecuharity which

will^rays p^^^^^^^ the widespread disaster which occasion^

X befalls some countries, that we are not depeudmg for subsistence

uLanfrnningle branch of industry. We are large shipowners,

^veTXn "rlights ar. low. the country bears the depression

vdth'out great suffering. We are extensively engaged in the mining

^^rcxpoCg of coaUnd still when a paralysis -t

-f
«try Jong

our neighbors suddenly deprive* us o^ our best >"^
Jf ' J« ff ^

deoression, but it does not asBume the proportions of a calamity. A

fXrin the fishery largely diminishes our power of exportation and


