
UikIoi- the l>i«.vuui:il Synod Act, the Bishops, CUrgy

:,ii(] h'xh': wcro nuthf>rizt..l to moot by re^vc^;.nltatl.>1l trom

their rospcelivo Diocn se» in general Assembly, and to frauio

n constitution ind rtM^ulnttons tor tlio gen.;rahuanngement

nnd fim>l ^'overntnent of the ('Uure!» in (*;inad;i
;
and such

constitution and rctrulutions would thereupon bccowio

bindinj,' and obli -utory upon all the nieu.bers of the t hurcli.

This act U merely permissive. It is not upon lonipulsimt,

but by tho voluntiry comhlnnthm of all the Dioeose^ that

th3 A^^3mbly i« t'^ »^3 formed and tho Aet to become

operative.

At the time of the issue of the Letters Patent, therefore,

the Diocese was free to dissent from or assent to any pro-

posal for the creation of a Synod; it was not bound to

cbey any notice convoking' a Synod, and none t»f its^mem-

bers were subject to th- coercive or other junsdiction ot

any one outside of the Bioccsc.

The Letters Patent, which under these circumstances

issued, after reciting the presentation by other Dioceses of

petitions for the appointment of a Metropolitan, that so

the necessary powers might be vested in him for holding and

presiding over the ( Jencral Assembly," appointed the Lord

Bishop of Montret^ Metropolitan, and directed that tho

T^ishops of all the other Sees should be suffragan Bishops

to the Metropolitan; and they purported to will and

declare that it should be lawful for the Metropolitan, a

his discretion, to hold and preside over the General

Assembly and General Assemblies ; they purported to give

the Metropolitan jurisdiction over the Bishops and all

persons in orders in the several Dioceses; they purported

to give the Metropolitan po^vers of visiting the said Bishops

and persons, for correcting and supplying the defects of

the said Bishops and persons, with all and all manner of

Tisitorial iurisdietion, power and coercion ;
they purportea

to empower the Met'-opolitan to inhibit during visita ion

the exercise of the jurisdiction of the said Bishops, and by

himself or his commissaries to exercise such powers

functions and jurisdictions a. the Bishops ^!^\^^
exercised if not inhibited ; they purported to give to an>

person aggrieved by any procedure ol any ot the saut

I


