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threats. A call to a^rms rang throughout the country, echo-

ing from lake to river, and piercing the inmost recesses of the

forest. How tlie eyes of the old refugee loyalists must have
flashed as the rusty flint lock was taken from the rack above
the fire-place, and the recollection of bygone hardships and
persecution came surging up from the past ! How must tlie

pulses of the young men have throbbed as they grasped the

trusty rifle, and, amid the sudden silence of home preparation

for departure, pondered over the sad story of their parents'

exile. Now there was opportunity for redressing old wrongs
that clung to memory with fierce tenacity ! There was no
calculation of the chances of success ; no reckoning over the

probable consequences of failure. All that they had forgotten

was their desertion, in the hour of peril, by king and country.

There were but 280,0u0 people all told in Upper and Lower
Canada, yet tlie event justified their self-confidence. General
Hull with 2,500 men invaded Canada byway of Sandwich,

and then surrendered himself and his army prisoners of war
at Detroit. General \^an Reuse]laer appeared at Queenston
with 2,000 men, but only to surrender at least 900 of them.

General Smytli landed 3,000 men at Fort Erie, but was at

once driven back. General Pike brouglit 2,500 men as far as

Little York, where he and 200 of them were blown into the

air by an explosion at the Old Fort. General Winchester led

1,000 men to Frenchtown, near Detroit, but their end was
capture. General Dearborne, with 3,000 men, was defeated

at Stony Creek. General Harrison, with 2,500 men, was
beaten at Fort Meigs. General Wilkinson, with 3,000 men,
was utterly routed at Clirysler's Farm. General Hampden
set out witli a grand army of 8,000 men to capture Montreal,

but he suifered an ignominious defeat froin a handful of

Canadian militia under- De Salaberry. General McClure suc-

ceeded in taking Niagara, but Hampden s defeat caused him


