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position, and to express his thanks, they were very much surprised

to hear him quietly say that he could not answer fully now, but

desired a day to think it over. So he asked the council to adjourn

until the following morning.

Of course this request was complied with, and, full of curiosity,

the people thronged the building the next day. I had naturally

taken a deep interest in the matter, as, next to their spiritual

interests, I was anxious to do all I could for their temporal

welfare. So I attended many of their meetings. The council

was opened in due form, and then Big Tom arose to give his

answer. He began quietly and slowly, but warmed up a good

deal before he ended.

He spoke, in substance, as follows :

—

" Long ago, when the Missionaries came and preached to us,

for a time we refused to listen to them, and would not. become

Christians. Then, after a while, many of us who had been in

the darkness began to feel in our hearts that what they told us

was for our good ; and so we accepted of these things, and they

have done us good. When I got the assurance in my heart that

I was a child of God, and had a soul that should live for ever, I

found that in working out its salvation I had something great

to live for To do this was the great object of my life. By-and-

by I married, and then, as my family increased and began to

grow up around me, I found I had another object for which

to live. To help them along in the way to heaven, as well as

to work for their comfort here, was my second great work.

Then, after a while, the Missionary gave me the charge of a class.

I was to meet with them, and we were to talk together about

our souls and God's love to us, and to do all we could to help

each other on to the better land. To do my duty as the leader

was a great and important work. While attending to these

duties, I found I had another object for which to live. Those

three things,—1, My own soul's salvation; 2. The salvation of

my family; and 3. To do all I can to help and e2icourage the

members of my class to be true and faithfui to Him Who died

for us, that we may see Him by-and-by,—are the uppermost

things in my heart.


