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greyhound Math fondles and pays his court to you this day as

king of England, wliich you wiU be, and I shall be deposed,

for that the natiu-al instinct of the creatiu'e perceives. Keep

him, therefore, by your side ; for lo ! he leaveth me, and will

ever follow you/ Henry treasured up what king Richard had

said, and paid attention to the greyhound Math, who would

no more follow Richard of Bourdeaux, but kept by the side of

Henry, as was witnessed by thirty thousand men." *

The attendants of king Richard have chronicled the

humiliations and sufferings of their royal master, on this

pilgrimage of sorrow and degradation, with a more indignant

pen than that of Froissart, declaring that, to grieve and break

the spirit of the royal captive, his fine-spirited horses were

taken from him, and he was compelled to perform every stage

on sorry, miserable jades, not worth ten shillings. This was

a deep mortification, since among the king's luxuries he had

indulged an expensive taste for noble and costly steeds. The

king attempted to escape at Lichfield, where he dropped from

a window of the tower in which he slept ; but was perceived,

and brought by force into Lichfield-castle again. As far as

Coventry, parties of the king's faithfiil Welshmen pursued

Henry of Bolingbroke's army, and harassed its rear. They

Avere instigated and led by Richard's beloved squire and

minstrel, Owen Glendower, who, from the hoiu* when his

royal patron became the prisoner of " aspiring Bolingbroke,"

vowed and maintained a life-long enmity against the sup-

planter of his king.*

The yomig queen found herself in the power of the usurper

almost simultaneously ^nth her unfortunate husband. Directly

the news arrived that Richard had surrendered himself, the

garrisons of the royal castles of Windsor and Wallingford

yielded to Henry -of Bolingbroke. Tradition declares that

the young Isabella met her luckless husband on the road,

' Froissart.

2 Among the most beautiful of the Welsh melodies still exists the well-known
air, " Sweet Richard." Tratlition declares this melody was coniiMJseil by Glen-

dower alx>ut this time, as a tribute of regret to his imfortunate prince j it was
afterwards sung and pkyed in the many risings in favour of Richard, with the
same powcrftil etiect that the celebrated Jacobite airs had on the partisans of the
house of Stuart.


