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Islands in tlie hay of Passamaquoddy as had ticen in

our possession till tho present ^var. but had been
lately captured? We were answertd, that those

islands belonging of ri^ht to Great Britain (as much
fOy one of t' e commissioners said, as Northampton-
shire) they would certainly be kept by her, and were
not even supposed to be an ol>ject of discussion.

From the forcible manner in which the demand,
that the United States should keep no naval arir> <

' I

force on the lakes, nor any military post on thcrr

shores, had been brought forward, we wee 'm r'ced

to inquire whether «this condition was also lueb a as a

fine qua non f To this the British commissioners de-

ielined giving a positive answer, l^hey said that

they had been sufficiently explicit, that they had giv.

en ua one stits 9101 non, and when we had disposed

of that, it would be time enough to give us an an-

swer as to another.

We then stated, that, considering the natui^ and
importance of vhe communication made this day, we
wished the British commissioners to reduce their pn>-

posals to writine, before we gave them an answer.

This they agreed to, and promised to send us an
i>IBcial note without delay.

' We need hardly say, that the demands of Great

Britain will receive from us an unanimous and decid-

ed negittive. We do not deem it necessary to detain

the John Adams for the purpose of transmitting to

yon the official notes which m^; pn^^ on the subject,

and close the .egotiation. Ai4 ' '^ive fel
*' our

duty immediately to apprize , nij, this hast^, but

correct sketch of our last conference, that there is not,

at present, any hope of peace.

We have the honor to be, ftc.

(Sisned) JOHN QUINCY ADAMI^
J. A. BAYARD,
H. CLAY,
JONATHAN RUSSELL,
ALBERT OALLATIN. ^
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