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it may in all faimesa be asked, does diaorder or

irreverence characterize Presbyterian wonhip in

general, or indeed to any noticeable extent ?

Whatever lovers of another sjrstem, within our

own Church, may say, it cannot be denied that

the impression in the minds of men of all

denominations (an impression that has not

gained strength without cause) is that, com|)areil

with the worship of any other denomination,

that of the Presbyterian Church is characterized

by reverence, dignity and order. The comluct

of any average congregation in the Presbyterian

Church, and the heartiness with which its

members join in every part of public worship

will appear at no disadvantage when compared

with that of a congregation worshipping with a

ntual. Whatever other blessings a liturgy may

secure for those devoted to its use, it has never

been able to develop in the Churches where it is

employed a spirit and conduct in public worship

as reverent and devotional, and at the same time

so marked by understanding, as that which has

uniformly characterized the Presbyterian Church,

and that Church would have to gain very much

in other directions to ';ompcnsate for the open-

ing of the door to the t'urnial and careless repeti-


