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moderttothlcknma. through M much paper. Withthew o»me the qulok-flre gnn., ftom whoee njAng
mouth* cannon-ball, could be rained like the drop,
of a rapid shower, and the torpedoe., capable of
tearing rninou. hole, in the aide, and bottom, of
the mightiest .hip..

Such wa. the work that wa. doing in the We.t
while the East .lept calmly on. But no occarion
had ariMn for putting to the proof thcM great iloat-

^g engine, of war. Theorie. in abundance were
offered of the probable effect upon one another oftwo modem fleet., but the draad of terrible reanlu
had a potent influence, and fear of the deetruotive
power, of modern .hip. and armies bad proved the
strongest of argument, in keeping the nation, of
the world at peace.

The aetounding event .poken of U the fkot that
the iron^)lad battle..hip of the present day waaflnt
put to proof in the waters of the Yellow Sea in awar between two nation, which half a century be-
fore were hardly beyond the bow-and-arrow .tage
Of warfare, and were .till novice, in the modern iwt
of war. The naval inventions made in Europe and
Amenca had their flrat trial in a conflict between
China and Japan, a^.d the intereet with which mari-
time nations read ol the doings of these powerfhl
engines of war in tbow far-off waters was intenw.
Japan had been alert in availing itwlf of all the

world knew about war, providing its army with the
beat modern weapon, and organiaing them in the
most effective European method, while purchased
iron-clads replaced it. old fleet of junk.. China,


