
Explorations arc now being made by Mr. Lawson, on llic adjoining

property of the Montreal and New (llasgow Company, which will proba-

bly more fully expose these beds.

On the north side of the area, tlic lower beds have not yet been
removed, but tlie characteristic black shales which overlie them appear
in several places, and they could, no doubt, be easily reached by a shaft

sunk in the south-eastern part of the proper j. From ray knowledge of

other parts of the Pi(;tou Coal field, I have no hesitation in affirming that

these lower bods underlie the greater part of the area, and though they

have not been proved, yet their ascertained value both to the west and
east of the area, renders it certain that their amount of coal must greatly

exceed that of the upper series above mentioned.

III.

—

Amount and Qcautv of Coal.

It is not at present determined how many workable beds occur in the

upper series ; but it is certain thatt here are at least two : (1) The Kirby
or Lawson seam, worked on the slope of the Montreal and New Glasgow
Company, and which may be identical with the Richardson seam and
with one of the beds on the shaft of the German Company. (2) The
Foster seam, which I regard as identical with the George McKay, and
possibly with the " Stewart " seam.

Samples of these Coals gave on assay, the following results

:

1.


