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fo powerful a barrier to the defigns in agitation

againll Great Britain, tliat while their validity was
allowed, no juil complaint could be framed againft

the condudt of the Britiili minillry.

The only method remaining therefore to arraign

it, was to call in quef.ion the rcditii le of thole

principles, and to cllablifli a new fyftem of mari-

time laws, contrary to thofe which had been fo long

in force. By thefe means the pretences of Britain

would be overthrown, and the right flic claimed of
intercepting the fupplies carried to her cn^:mies,

would be entirely annulled.

That power which took the lead in the promul-
gation of this new fyftem was Rullia ; one that

ought, according to all the rules of what feemed
jutt policy, to have ad:ed a friendly part to Britain,

and difcountenanced a meafure which tended fo

manifeftly to detriment her in a material degree.

It was under the protection of ancient maxims,
and cuftoms, that Britain maintained the arduous
confiid: againft fo many powerful enemies With no
fmall fuccefs. It was for that reafon alone that Eu-
rope determined they Ihould undergo a total al-

teration.

Whatever might be the fecret motives for fo ex-

traordinary a determination in the Court of Ruflia,

it was with juft furprize the Court of Great Bri-

tain received notice that it had formed a code of
naval regulations, which militated in the diredteft

manner againft the pracftices hitherto obferved in

Europe, and were evidently levelled at the mari-

time power of this country.

Ir was a matter of peculiar aftonilhment that

Ruffia Ihould be at the head of a combination fo

injurious to Great Britain. The favours Ihe had
received from the Britilh miniftry, in her late war
with the Turks, and ftill more the commercial be-

nefits refulting from a connection with this country,
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