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all the finhing boats they could catch, to prevent the news

of their whereabouts reaching us, but a few escaped

during the night, and reported that the Inconstant frigate,

coming home from North America, without any know-

led<^e of what had taken place, had sailed right into the

enemj^'s lleet and been captured. In town the troops

were all getting ready for a move ; the guards in the Wel-

lington barracks were under arms, and their baggage

waggoiio packed and drawn up in the Bird-cage Walk.

The usual guard at the Horse Guards had been with-

drawn, and orderlies and staff officers were going to and

fro. All this I saw on the way to my office, where T

worked away till twelve o'clock, and then feeling hungry

after my early breakfast, I went across Parliament Street

to my club to get some luncheon. There were about half

a dozen men in the noffee room, none of whom I knew

;

but in a minute or two, Danvers, of the Treasury, entered

in a tremendous hurry. From him I got the first bit of

authentic news I had had that day. The enemy had landed

in force near Harwich, and the metropolitan regiments

were ordered down there to reinforce the troops already

collected in that neighbourhood; his regiment was to

parade at one o'clock, and he had come to get something

to eat before starting. We bolted a hurried lunch, and

were just leaving the club, when a messenger from the

Treasury came running into the hall.

" Oh, Mr. Danvers," said he, ' I've come to look for you,

sir ; the Secretary says that all the gentlemen are wanted

at the office, and that you must please not one of you go

with the regiments,"

"The devil !" cried Danvers,
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