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privilege of cirnulatin^r Mie Scriptures; tlic Bib}«
Society will be proscribed ; Ihodoorsof Karl St reel

ml! be closeil, the stock of the Scriptures will bi*

'Jestroyed. and the oflicerfl of the Society, probobly,

incarcerated in the dungeotis of the Inquisition.

foreign BiDle aociety. l nave fteeii *v» »"' ' ""'8' ""« f'""<fe' tjie duty entrusted to me-
friend of that Society for forty yga« <5»V f '»0'"."&/he '^^'•«^R«»<'J"V°"' '"'^ "^''='^ '

1 tbirty vehrs ago i wna the favoured now do; U is the following:-" J hat the Report,
an abstract of which hosjust been read, be received,

printed, and circulated, under the direction of the

Commillec."--The Report, of which you have only
heard a part, is of a deeply interesting nature, and
I hope when it is printed, you will all give it your
attentive perusal. The extracts which it lakes frojii

the last Report of the Parent Society refer largely

to the labors and success of Colporteurs, more es-

pecially on the Continent of Europe. The systeiu

of ColportBge is one which 1 have much adi.iired

for its adaptation to the object sought and in the

striking instances of udefuinesa related by this hum-
ble but worthy class of laborers, I liave fur several

years taken the dce'"st interest. Our Colporteurs

are not merely venders of the Scriptures—that

would not be sufficient; neither are they accredited

ministers of religion— that is not required ; but they
are Christians of sound principles, intelligent in

their understandings, apt to teach, to spenk a word
in season, of heavenly minds ; men who while they

carry the Bible in their hands, carry the spirit and
principles of it in their hearts, and whose labors

have been abundantly blessed. There are those
who are unfriendly to such an ogency, as being an
intrusion on the ministerial office. If it be so, it i^

an intrusion recognised and sanctioned by the

Apostles. Let any one read the last chapters of

the epistle to the Romans, and say whether lay-

agency is not recognised by St. Paul) as one of great

usefulness in the Church. His very first commen-
dation is on the behalf of Phcsbe, a servant of lite

Church, and « su,ccou7ei\ he says, ofmany and ofmy-

self also. In the very next verse, he greets Priscil-

la and Aquila his helpers in Chriat Jesus ; wlio have

for my life, he eixysjaiddown their own necks : unto

whom not only I give thanks, but alio all the Churches

of the Gentiles. And in what endearing terms he
salutes another of these useful helpers: Salute the

beloved Persia, which labored much in the Lord. With
such direct recognition, by the highest authority, of

lay-agency in the Church, we need not, I think,

scruple to have recourse to it. What sanction here

also have we for our kind and enduring collectors

of contributions and distributors of the Scriptures,

in their own immediate neighbourhoods. Let then

our female friends persevere in their labors of love,

and may many another helper in Christ Jesus be

added to their little band

!

But let me turn to another subject. What en-

couragement does the Report hold out to us to con-

tinue, perseveringiy to continue, in promoting the

circulating of the Scriptures ? Much in different

respects. It is not, however, to the more splendtd

operations of the Society that I shall now direct

your attcnticn, as affording the greatest encourage-

ment,but to some few instances of direct usefulnew,

I shall not direct your attention to the thousande and

leniofthouMndsofcopiwof the Scriptures cvr-

Thft Rev. Mr. AnMSTitoNO, in moving the fust

Keaolution, spoke nearly as follows :—

Mr, President, Ladies and Gentltmen.—'Though

I stand before this audience in the character of al-

most 9 perftet stranger, I am no stranger to the

British and Foreign BibleSociety. I have ^e^
the sincere • -

and five and thirty yebrs ago
instrument of establishing an Auxiliary to it in one

of our Colonies, and which Auxiliary, I am happy

to find, continues to this day. I love both the object

and the constitution of the Bible Society. Us ob-

ject is that of circuUting the Scriptures without

note or comment in the vernacular language of

every nation throughout the world, t love also its

constitution, I mean that feature of it which unites

the members of every communion in carrying for-

ward the grand object which it has in view. Such
an association is not to be generally attained ; if,

therefore, there be one object in the promotion of

Avhich all may unite, it is, I think, a point of great

importance to secure it. Amid all our differences,

however, thank God, there are many points of agree-

ment between us, and those of the greatest impor-

tance too. We agree in all the most essential

articles of the Christian Faith—m the grand doc-

trine of the Trinity, in the atonement made by

Josus Christ, and in the influence of the Holy Spirit.

We agree in the genuineness, authenticity and in-

spiratiom of that volume which we unite to circulate;

ond, especially, w\e agree in that all-important point

—we agree, I say, tunanimouely, decidedly, and

(letcrminateiy, that the Scriptures, and the Scrip-

tjres alone, are the only Rule of Faith—an agree-

ment of the utmost importance at this juncture,

when mighty efforts pre made to Romanize Protes>

tantjsin. Now shali j.ot, they who agree in so many
points be associated together fur the purpose of

furthering those very objects of agreement by the

best means that can be devised for it ; viz., the cir-

culation of the Scripturei? ? I made allusion, just

now, to the present juucture, as a time of fear, alarm

and danger. Allow me to return to this allusion

for a moment. The present time, I say, is one of

alarn< and danger. The enemy of the Scriptures

has made an aggressive movement, the object of

which is nothing less than to Romanize all England
and her dominions, it is tima then for us to furbish

our weapons, to stand upon our watch-tower, and
prepare for the attack. Is the Bible4tie religion of

Protestants ? Then, surely, it behoves Protestants

of all creeds to unite as one man for the defence of

it, as the inalienable right of every human being.

'But what is the practice of Rome, even now that

he IS under restraint and control, and when her
influence is greatly limited ? To suppress the Holy
Scriptures. What then will be her practice, if she
ffains an ascendency over our own highly Proteatant
Nation ? To suppress ihe Scriptures to an unlimit-

ed extent. Rome is an enemy to the Scriptures,

because the Scriptures are an enemy to Rome. The
Papal Church and the Bible can never stand to-

gether : either one or the other must be nocriflced.

Yes, Mr. President and friends of the Bible Society,
Otf Popery iliould ever regain an ascendancy in the
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