
POSTSCRIPT.

C* INCE clofmg the foregoing letter, fome intima-

^ tions, rcfpefting a general peace, have made their

way to America. Oa what authority or foundation

they ftand, • or how near or remote fuch an event may
be, are circumftances I am not enquiring into. But as

the fubjedi: muft fooner or later become a matter of

ferious attention, it may not be improper, even at tliis

early period, candidly to inveftigate fome points that

arc conne^led with it, or lead towards it.

The independence of America is at this moment as

firmly eflabliflied as that of any other country in a ftate

of war. It is not length of time, but power, that

gives ftability. Nations at war know nothing of each

other on the fcore of antiquity. It is their prefent and

immediate ftrength, together with their connetSlions,

that mull fupport them. To which we may add, that

a right which originated to-day, is as much a right, as

if it had the faudtion of a thoufand years ; and there-

fore the independence and prefent governments of

America are in no more danger of being fubverted,

becaufe they are modern, than tha: of England is le-

cure, becaufe it is ancient.

The politics of Britain, fo far as they refpe<Sl:ed

America, were originally conceived in idiotifm, and

aded in niadnefs. There is net a ftep which bears the

fmalled trace of rationality. In her management of

the war, ihe has laboured to be wretched, and Audied

to


