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is a more confiderable Alteration : And though Three-pence on

a Gallon of Rum (for the Charge amuunted to no more) does not

iecm to be an intolerable Load upon fuch a Commodity, and the

EfFc(5l of it could not be th ^'•oughly known by one Year's Ex-
perience only, yet as a Duty Tone Penny mull inconteft^bly be

le(s inconvenient to the Trade, which the American Diftilleries

fupply, the Importance and the Extent of that Trade become the

principal Confiderations : And fo far as this Manufacture, (for it

is an American Manufailure to which the Indulgence has been

Ihewn, and fofar therefore) as it interferes with the Produce of

the Dritijlj Diftillery, either on the Coart: of Africa, or in the

Fifheries, it certainly ought not to be favoured ; fo far as it is

fupported by Molafles purchafed with Money, or as the Con-
fumption of their own Corn in the Dillilleries is prevented by the

Importation of Molafles, it «s not advantageous to the Colonics :

And the exceflive \](q o£ Spirits among themfelves, lias been

found to be fo pernicious to the People, that the Impofition of a

Duty ab the Means of checking it, has been often under Confide-

ration in the very Provinces which are mod concerned in the Ma-
nufadtory. That Part therefore of the Trade which does n Jt fall

within any of thefe Defcriptions, is alone deferving of Encourage-

ment ; and the Benefit which it is faid may arife from lowering

the Duty upon that Part, is the only commercial Advantage
fuppofed to be obtained, by a Diminution of 240,000/. per Arm.

in the difpofcable Revenue.
^

I pafs over here the other lefs important Articles which have

been mentioned before ; and to thefe mufl be added the opening

of Free Ports at Jamaica and Dominica j of which little can be

faid with Certainty, as it is a Conceflion which may be beneiitial

or may be dangerous to Trade : I can iee Advantages arlfing from
it, if proper Precautions be taken againft the Mifchiefs which
may attend fuch a Relaxation of the Ads of Navigation : But I

confefs myfelf not a competent Judge of the Plan which has been
adopted. It is a Subject which requires the moft mature Deli-

beration, much previous Enquiry, a watchful Jealonfly, and ex-

tenfive Provifionc : The Miniflers themfelves once thought they

were not prepared for fuch an Eflablifliment this Year : They
fuddenly changed their Opinion j but I have not altered mine :

I ftill wifh it had been pcilponed, till the whole Extent of the

Indul-
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