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f5 Captain Cook's first Voyage

leave to fiurniih the fhip with provifions ; but .this per-

milfion was clogged with the conditions of employing

an inhabitant as a faftor, and of fending a foldier in

the Endeavour's boat every time Ihc came from Ihore

to the vciTel. To thefc uncivil terms the captain made
many objeftions ; but the Viceroy was determined to

infift on them, neither would he permit Mr. Banks and

Or, Solandejr to remain on fliore, nor fufFcr the former

to go up the country to collefV plants. Captain Cook
conceiving from thefe and other marks of jealoufy, that

the Viceroy thought they were come to trade, ufed all

his endeavours to convince him to the contrary ; and

acquainted him, that they were bouild to the South

Seas, to obferve the Tranfit of Venus over the diik of

the fun, an objeft of great confeqjuence to the improve-

ment of navigation ; but the Viceroy by his anfwer

fccmed ignorant of the phaenomenon, An officer was
now appointed to attend the captain, which order he
was defired to underdand as an intended compliment }

Jiowever, when he would have declined fuch a ceremo-

ny,' the viceroy vpry politely forced it upon him,

Dr, Solmder and Mr. Banks were not a little cha-

grined on hearing that they would not be permitted to

^l^p^c on fliore, and ftill more fo when they underftood

'that they were not even allowed to quit the (hip; for the

.^iccroy had ordered, that the captain only, with fuch

4tiFors as were required by their duty, fhould come on
ihore. However, they attempted to go on fhore, but
were flopped by the guard-boat; yet feveral of the

•crew, without the knowledge of the centinel, let them-
felves down by a rope from the cabin window into the

boat about midnight, and drove away with the tide, till

they were out of hearing. They afterwards landed on
an imfrequentcd pait of the country, and were treated

by the mhabitunts with great civility.
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