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forinucl, tliu .sluut iliuii iiuuKUH and foriiiH

H criiHt and iiiipriaonM or Ht^irvvs tliu liirds,

nnd in this wiiy uiiuiy pumli. In tliu

Hpring tliu iiiulting of thu miow u.\|MiMUHto

viuw tliu ruiiiiiuiH of bonus iind futitliurs.

Tliuru is littlu ulsu to nutu about tliuir

bush lifu or wintur lifu. By spriiiK iiiaiiy

of thu birds, by coiitiiiuully • pulliii<r off'

froxun browsu, huvu so worn tliuir l)ills

wliun closed theru is still >i lar^u opuiiin^

right thn>ui:h iiuar thu uiid.

About the middle of April, iiltiiougli

ruducud in nuiiiburlsiiicujtiiuirfuntiy on
bush lifu, tliose who ruiiiaiii, thu survival

of thu Kttest, oiiuu iiioru spread ovur the

prairius, at first in Hocks, but soon to

dispurse to uiitur uii their duties of repro-

duction.

There is another matter that I would
like to refer to, but can only do so at

present very briuHy, and that is thu

^trairiu chicken's Htiiess fordoiiiesticatioii.

To what extent the stock V>f i>oultry on a

farm in this country may bu in-

cruasud, is a subject worthy of consid-

eration. Our farmers require u fowl

which have no delicate appendages liku

combs, wattles, etc., but which has its legs

and feet well ]>rotected by featiiurs, and
will be able tu withstand a gruat degree
of culd. The abundance of hawks ren-

ders it desirable that tho| bird bo not
glaringly bright in color likt' some of the
common fowls. Thu prairie chicken
seems to me worthy of a trial, lu it has
many of the ((ualities which are wanting
in that of the common fowl, and in addi-

tion it hits the merit of maturing early

and rapidly. In ten weeks a prairie

chicken is full grown, while a common
fowl takes thrice sis long. The grouse
weigh only about two |M)unds, yet it

yields more nutritive food for man
than a !i| or 4 lb. domestic chicken, and
it can fatten on food that the
thu domestic chicken will not touch, and
can take at one meal suHicieiit to last a

wluile day if iiei'e8.sary, such is the size of

its crop. I am not iiositivo, with iiiy

personal experience,'^that it can be do-

mesticated, but it is worth trying. I

know of one instance where a chicken was
kept for six months, but at the end was
as wild as ever, but then it was caught
when full grown.
Audubon tamed the pinnated grouse

with little trouble, and Wilsnn *^

sucjessfiil with the <|uail. Tlu
of eggs laid would doubtlesH \un

thev were cautiously reiiioveil, tin

confess I found them rather .sii»|

for on taking (i eggs out of a inKt

the rest wore desurted. The ti
I rt

were hatched l»y alien, but earlur

her own, and I found the youii'^

crushed. Wilson says that all wv,

to raise the yt>uiig have failed fr

want of pro])erfo<Kl. Perhaps lui!

From what little I know of thu

raising pheasants in the old cmintr

from the situation of the prairii' du

nests, 1 think their yiniiiL:

be successsfiilly raised in a

with dry sandy soil and
of ant hills and rose bushes. An'

ant eggs are the best food for tlim

The riesh of the prairie cliicktiL

most delicate flavor, but tlii.i mii

lost in domestication.

So long as the prairie chick

abundant in their wild state it is U:

that farmers will try to ddiiH'

them, but with the anticipatid lu!'

immigration it is just possibK; the

not be so abundant in a few yen

think that the experiment is wi>n

iiig, however, and if any iiichiIm

Historical Society is inclined tntai

trouble 1 will endeavor to Iind the

sary stuck tu start with.

COMMENTS.

The reading of the paper was f!

by a discussion in which scwni

members took jiart. Thechuiiiiiiu

of the imposibility of domestitatiii

grouse of Eastern Canada, imii

known iis the "i)artridge," and ti

the same trouble wuuhl be fdiiiii

the prairie grouse. Mr. C. N. \x

forred to the territory over whi

variety is found, spreading na tin '

the Rocky Mountains. Dr. Aijia*

cized one or two of the theuiies

Seton. Ho was also of the i>|iiiii'i

the bird could not bedoniustitatuil

some further discussion a vote oi\

to Mr. Sotou, socoiidod l)y Dr. .\

and carried. On iiKjtion of Mr.

Mr. Bell, a vote of thanks was als^

tendered to Mr. McKillegaii forn

the pai)er.


