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December 21at. 1794, to the C(>li)nial Secretary recommending
the establishment of nmnicipal corporations in I'pper Canada,
Governor Simeoe ventured to impress npon the latter the
wisdom of the principle of rendering '-the province as nearly
as may be a perfect image and transcript of the British (Jovern-
me:it and Constitution." wv Hnd the Duke of I'ortlanil in a reply
of May 20th. 17!);5, somewhat casting cold water upon his enthus-
iasm by saying. "I have entered purposely mure at large into
these proposed measures because 1 have observed that your
adoption of them arises from an idea that liy assimilating the
modes of the government of the provinces to the modes of the
government of England .vou will obtain all the beneficial effects
that we receive from them, whereas to assimilate a colony
m all respects to its .Mother Country is not possible, and if pos-
sible would not be prudent. The one may have many institu-
tions which are wholly inapplicable to the situation of the
other;" and he adds that "some may be objectionable in a
colony as tending to les.sen the authority which the parent state
ought to posesas over it as long as that relation exists between
thein"(p'). And all possibility of calling the Constitution of
Canada the very image and transcript of the British Constitu-
tion soon ceased by the full development of responsible parlia-
mentary government in Great Britain, while in Canada the execu-
tive continued to be app.iinted by the Governor at his own dis-

cretion, subject to confirmation by the Imperial authorities; and
it may be fairly enough sai<l that what the great bod.v of reform-
ers in Upper Canada aimed at was to make the Canadian Con-
stitution once more worthy of that description by securing that
the Crown should in Upper Canada as at home entrust the ad-
ministration of affairs to men possessing the confidence of the
Aasembly(g).

The culmination of the free trade movement in England
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