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total failure, knowing that the uttermost endeavors

of my friendship had brought my friend just one

step nearer to a shameful death.

I am at best a poor interpreter of La Mancha's ac-

tions. His character was built upon a scale beyond

my measurements, beyond, I think, the standards by

which the common nm of men must estimate af-

fairs. There are hill districts of India where a re-

spectable woman must keep several husbands; of

North America where a church elder may have sev-

eral wives without affronting his neighbors; of the

Appalachian Mountains where a man who shirks the

slayings of his family blood-feud earns the contempt

of his mother; and the world has never seen such

ferocious dueling to the death as that considered

right in the southwestern states. The standards of

the old England or the new quite fail to take the

measurements of even our fellow-citizens; and the

whole world's moralities are local to times and
places, not pivots on which the planets are swung by
eternal law.

So there are men whose lives are guided by sanc-

tions of a conscience above the plane where I obey,

who are the clean, effective and useful instruments

of powers far beyond my understanding. I should

need to be Caesar before I could justly wield a Ro-


