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Spaniards. During the period l><r,7 to 190S. 2,594.0r,G

Italians and Sj.aniards emigrated to Argentina. The

total immigration was 3.17>!.4r)<).

Farming nietliods in Italy and Spain are poor, and,

though there are signs of improvement now. the immi-

grants farm by the old methods in Argentina. What

Argentina needs is capable agriculturists uith ^ome

eai)ital. The Argentine Covernment otfei-s no incentive

1,, poor immigrants from the best -developed countries in

|r,„,,pe—Great Britain. (Jermany. ami France— but is

• •onti'iit to attract immigrants from .Mediterranean lands,

who. though better adapted to the conditions of climate

and labour. %\ ill only d.-velop the country very douly.

Onlv a small poriic>n of the settled area is. as yet. pro-

ducing even half the yield of wheat of which it is capable,

it Argenlina can increa.-^e the numl)er of the light type

,,j •roloni>t
" -the one who huvs his land on a per-

manent colony—her i)rosperit\ will be mcu-e assured.

The t<'mi)orary -colonist."" who ])reaks the soil of new

lan<l. and tlu>n moves to a new district at the end of his

ti'rm tends to make conditions worse for wheat produc-

tion. This latter -colonist " owes his origin largely to

the m-owing of alfalfa, a clove like plant, which reciuires

little rain, but thrives on the surface-water, which is abun-

dant on Argentina's fiat, low-lying j.lains. Alfalfa will

not grow on hard unbroken ground, and where the land

is such, cereal cultivation is necessary for at least thre(>

years to reduce it to ;i fit condition. A contract is made

by the cattle-king- with, Picdmontese or Basque ]ieasants

to break the soil, and grow cereals for three or live years,

cither lor a fixcl rent or tor a p<rcentage (4' the croj.. the


