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JULY 23. MARK X: 46-52.
Golden Text, Isai4h, 35:- 5.

OMPARE MTatt. 2o, . 29-34 ; Luke à8 5.3
'~~Matthew says there wcre two blind mnen

Mark and Luke mzention only one. This seeming
discrepancy does no- affect thc credibility of a nar
rative recorded by different writers, long after the
miracle took place, and from different sources of in-
formation. If there weretwo, which we believe, Mark,1bad doubtless a good reason for selecting one ol
themn for special notice, as perhaps being a svell
known character, in thc sanie way that he describes
the cure of a demoniac in Ch. 5, when il is equally
clear thi±t there were two such, Matt. 8 : z8. V. 46
_e>ic/io-an ancient and celebrated city mentioned
sixty-thrce times in Scripture, about 15 miles N. E
frem Jerusalemn, in the fertile plain of Jordan, noted
for its palm-trees, flrst mentioned in Deut. 34 ; 3
Besieged by the Israelites on their entering the pro-
mis d land, Josh. ch. 6; had a school ef the prc.
pheis in Elhjah's time, 2 KingS 2:.5. In N . T.
times it was a favourite resort of the pricsts. It is
now a cluster of squalid huts inhabited by about 6o
families. Baytimeus-Bar, the Amaraic used for
son, corresponding to the Scotch prefix Mfac, as ini
Barjonas, Bartholomew. Barabbas, &c. ]ilindnes
was very comrmon in that hot, dry country, and
,beggars were anid are stili found everywhere in the
East. This highway for pilgrims going to Jerusalem,
would be sure to have plenty of them. V. 47. ?14'a,
he Ieard - Bartimeus must otten have heard of
Jesus and his wonderful cures and no doubt had in-
wardly resolvcd that should he ever pass that way
he would appeal to him for relief. Nowthe.oppor-
tunity has corne and he loses not a moment in
making bis case knowr to the great healer. _7eîus
of Vatareth-"The Nazarene," mnies by which lie
was tamiliarly and sometimes contemptuuly
known among his ceuntrymen. Thom Son q~ David
-repeatedly uttered, may be regarded as a rebuke
to the unbelieving crowd, and a recognition on the
part of Bartimeus of thc Messiahship of Jesus, of
whom it was expressly predicted that he should
opeii the eyes of the blind, see Golden Text an -.Is.
29 : 18; 42:- 7. V. 48. The populace charged b àn te
hold bis peace because they did mot wish that the
attention of Christ should be anywise divertcd from
themselves, even the disciples, pcrhaps, because
they would protect their master froin interruptitn
as they bad often donc before, Matt. 19:- 13,
tbough net with his approval. R1e cried the more-
see the prevailing power of earnest, importunate,
specifrc prayer, and learn to ask with al the beart
for one thing at atime ; Ps. 2 7: 4 ; Luke 10 - 42.
V. 50. Casting away Ais garment-hîs outer cloak ;
s0 must the aluner iay aside every weight and
hasten to Jesus, Heb. 12:- 1, 2 V. 52. This man's,
faith was the more commendable because of his
blindness, Jn. 20. 29. lie folmewd 9Çksa-The
best evidence he cotsld give that bis taith was
genuine and that the eyes of his mind bal been
ope ned ta sec bis Saviouî. Blindness is a type of
the sinner's condition. Rev. 3:- 17 ; 2 Pc?. 1 :. 9-
This miracle illustrates Uic infinite compassion of
the Saviour and affords strong encourgmetl
seck bis gracious aid ini every timie of need.

JULY 30. MARK XI:. 1-11.

Golde, Text, Zéch. 9 :9

~OUPARE Matt. 21 : 1-9 : Luke 19 : 29.44;
John 12 .12-18. After givilig sight tu Bar-

timeus, Jesus sp.-oî a night at jerict e, ia the house
et Zaccheus, t.ukc 19; z-io. lie reached, Bcthany
the following cvening, Friday. The next day, the
Jewish Sabbath, was spent there in quiet retire-

rment ; in the evening, thc Sabbaih being ever, he
sat down to supper in the bouse of Simon the
Leper, Matt. 26: 6 and was anointed by Mary,
John. 12 ; 2, 3. During the cight the Jcws met ta
consider proposais fur putting bath Jesus and
Lazarus te death, John 12:.10; on the murning of
th2 first day cf the wetk in which be was crucified,
our Saviour commenctd the triumphnl procc:ssion
so graphically descrihed by all four evasagclists.
V. z. W/zen they came nigA-all the way frorn
J ericho was a steep ascent-J crusalemn heinDV 3000
feet higher. Bethzp/zage-" the hbouse ut flgs; ' and
Beilkany, " the bouse ot dates," about 2 Miles f.on
the city on the eastern slope et the Mount of Olives.
At the latter was the bouse et L-.zarus, Mary, and
MNartla, the "friends " with whomn Jesus ledged

when lie was in this ncighhourhoed, ai d fromn ibis
place bic ascended up inte lîcaven. Vs. 2, 3. The
instructions given te the disciples, their flnding the
ass' colt, and the questions put te thrmi by the
owner afford convincing proot (it Chnîst's omni-
science. The answer they were te give- ;rh Lord
halh weedofhim-mnay be paraphrased in a variety
uf ways. The Lord still has ne ed of what we cal
"4our property," tbough it is rcally bis. He bas
need of us - ne mnatter how poor aur gifts - bow
teeble our instrumentality-be wsîll ueîgn to use uas.
V. 7. TAey sat hins f/erzon-Thîis is neither tg be
considered as ait act of humility in Christ, nor an
indignity put upon hini. The ass was held in great
esîcens in tbe Est and was ridden by men ef
highest rank, sec Gtn. 22 : 3 ; Jud. 10 - 3, 4, and
12:'13, 14. It was intend-d as an boueur by the
humble people who took part in thc certrmony ; it
fulfiled a well.known prophecy, Zecli. 9:. 9 ; and
was in kceping Nitth the charartcr of Himn who
though 1'nieek and lowly, " wa-s yet a Prince-the
Prince of Peace, Isa. 9 ; ù. Vs. 8-ro. At this
time between two arU three mil'ions of people
would be gathered t-gether and every thing were a
holiday aspect. !.sany weuld go eut tiens the city
te meet the Gallileans and join in the procession.
7he branc4es werc the leaves of the palm tree, John
12;. 13, whicb werc in gresî demand at the Feast
ot Tabernacles, and were waved by the peo -pIe as
thcy shoutcd their " Hosannas" at certain intervals
whilc the pricats chanted thc great ' Hlallel, " i. e.
Psalws i i and i 1. E very ch ild, even, whço c uld
carry a palm branch took part in thc solcmnîîy,
Miatt. 21 , 55. As Matthew Hlenry s-iys.-' the
ouz'side ot the triumnph was very' mean, but the
inside was vrv ga-eaa." Like our Lord's parables
and miracles tiiis triumphal entry had a d, u le
meanîng, Mas I that the saine people, if noi the
saine Inen, so soon cxchanged their ho annas for
scrucity him 1" V. 11. His going into Uic temple

fulflled another prophecy, Mal. 3 ; 1-3.
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