The Alaska Trade

Washington, Mareh 4.—After a de-
bate lastiug several days tlic senate
late to-day passed tho bill extending
thie lomestead lnwe  and providing
for right of way for rallroads in the
district of Alaska, Comparatively
little discusslon of general interest
was created by the bill, Seetion 18,
providiug for certain honding counces-
stons to Canada, in llen of privieges
to be extended by the Dominion gov-
ernment to  this country, however,
induced a4 pretty livey debate, as it
brought Into the controversy the old
{isherles question on the New Eng-
land coast, whieh has bren pending
betwveen the United States and Great
Britain for 100 years. The statoment
was made on thie floor of the senate
that there was every reasoit to he-
lieve that by the nassage of the bill
the fisheries question coild be settled
without great effort ag assurauces
to that effect hnd bLeen received from
o large and influential  element in

Canada, The reading and amending
of the bill, while long and tedious,
was  accomplished without partica-

arly important debate until section
13 was reached. This provides for
the extension to Canada of the bond-
ing privileges on Alaska trado with
Camada at the port of Wrangel, in
Alaska, on condition that ecertain
coneesisions are  given  this country
by the Deminlon, among them being
the right of our fishermen to enter
Canadian ports for the purchase of
bait ¢r other supplies.

MHE BILL OPPOSHD.

Mr. Turner, Washington, moved to
gtrike out that part of the section
Which related to the entering of Cana-
dian ports by Upited States fisher-
men, Ie did not, e said, make the
motion beenupe he was hostile to the
New England fisheries, but because
he deemed it unfair to burden this
measure with a  demand upon the
Dominlan government that it yielda
contention it has made for one hund-
red reaxs,

Mr Tlale, Maine, inquired if Mr.
Turner did not think it woull be of
advantage to the United States to ob-
tain the fisheries concession from
Canada.

Alr. Tarner replied that it would
by of advantage if we could obtain
it, but he did not believe it counld be
obtained

AMr. Hansbrouga, N-1th Dakota,sai s
tbat the committee on public lads
wan~ i6 possess.on of information that
Canada watld accept the conditions
unposed by the scction. e was lirmly
of the op.nion that the Dominion yov-
anment would yield on the fishevies
question  in  view of the concession
made to it by, the bill.

AMr Ioar, Massachusetts, expressol
tl ¢ hope that Mr. Turner would not
mast upont s motion. The fisheries
question was not a local oue to New
Eungland, but o national question, a
quest:on too particularly applicable to
thie peopl~ of the Northiwe.t, where the
fisiieries interest was annually hecom-
ing greater. He felt that the fisheries
preblem was ol immense importance
to the peoble ot the Northwest ad
ought not to be stricken from the mea-
oMY e,

In supporting and supplementing
what Mr. Hoar had said, Mr. Fry,
Maine, ald that the pending bill was
of natlonal importance. From a lit-
tle town near where he lved in Matno
500 people had goue to Alaska, and
many more, of course, had left the
States for the Klondike. He thought
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there was never a better opportun-
ity to esecure concessions from the
Canadian govermment than at the
present  time, when the Canadlian
government wanted something from
the United States, Tle did not think
the motion ought to prevall, because
we bave long been giving  Canada
much and receiving little In return,
Mr. Fry Lelieved that I it were
not for the captiousness of Canada,
there would not be the slightest
trouble between this country and
Great Britain,

Mr. Wilsou supported the conten-
tlon of Mr. Turner, and thought it
the helght of absurdity to tack
tlie fisheries question to a bill pre-
viding for the encouragement of
rallway tongtruction in Alaska.

Mr. Carter agrecd with Messrs, Hoar
and TFry that the f{i-leries question.
w0 fay as {t was considered in this ll,
was o! nattonal importance. The fish-
eries industry in Alaska  and  the
Northwest now ylelded £6,000,00 poy
annum and was growing in amportunce
every yearx. Concerning the mineral re-
sourees of Alaska, My, Carter sad he
wans satisfled not from government re-
ports alone, but from the very lbess
authority in this country, that the
ontput o! gold In a year or two would
be Inrger irom that distriet than trom
any cther part of the eartit's surinee.
One suthority, in whicih e sa1d ne aad
the utmost confidence, estimated that
m Alaska gold to the amount of $10,-
000,000 a year would be produced in
o comparatively short time. He sald
that {f section 13 should be adoptei
as presented, Canada would be com-
pehed to gbawdon that all-Canalan
roate and he believed that this conn-
try would obtan every coned son
wirch was demanded of Canan by the
pend ng section.

Mr. Turner's motion to strike o1t the
fi<r eries portion of the scction was e~
feated Ly a yea and nay voye 34 1o 16.
The section was adopted without il
visjon.

T2 COERCION CLAUSE.

Th~ bill was then passed without
division. As agveed to section 13 i
as fo¥cawvs. That under rules and
regulationg to be preseribed by the
g erstary of the treazury, the priv-
ilege of entering peods in warehoures
and merchandig? in bond or of plac-
ing them in bonded warehorods at
the nort of Wrangel, district of Al-
avw, and of withdrawing th» same
for expeortation to any place in Brit-
i (Olvenbia or the Northwest Ter-
ritorics without payment of duty is
hrreby granted to  the government
of the Dominion of Canada and its
citizens  or  citizens of  the United
States whenever and 8o long as it
shall appear to the satisfaction of
thie President of the United States,
who ghal! asesrtain and declare the
fact by vroclamation, that no exclu-
sive  privilege of transportation
through British Cohuebina  or the
YNorthwest Territory goods or pas-
s:ngers arriving frem or destined for
other ports in Alaska is granted to
any persons or corporations by the
government of the Dominion of Can-
ada, and that th» privilege has been
duly accorded to regnonsible persons
or corporations operating transpor-
tation lines in  British CoXnmbin or
the Nortwest Territory of making
direct connection with transportation
lines In Alaska and vhe government

.the Dominion had consented to, and

15 allowing on behalf of the citlzens
of tho United States the entry free
of duty of all minerss outfits and
supply of provisions and clothing, the
whole not exceeding in quantity one

693

thousand pounds for each citizen of
the United States proposing to tn-
gage In mining in British Columbin, or
the Northiwest Territories, and that
the government of the Dominion of
Canada has removed all unpequal re-
strictions as to the issue of miners’
licenses to all citizeus of the Cnited
States, operating or intending to
operate in- British Columbia or the
Northiwest Territories. And, further,
that fishing vessels of the United
States, having authorlty under the
lawts of the United States to touch
and trade at any port or ports, placeo
or places in the British dominions of
North America, shall have the privi-
lege of entering such port or ports,
place or places, for the purpose of
purchasing bait and other supplies
and outfits in the same manner and
and under the same regulations as
maty exist therein applicadble to trad-
Ing vessels of the most favored na-
tions, and of transshipping their cateh
to be transported in bond through
salil Dominions without payment of
duty in the same manner as other
morchandise destined for the United
States may be thus transported.”

o et s

The Tea Taritt

&t Paal, March 1.—~The managers
of the Northern Pacific railway have
complained to the state department
at Washington that the Canadian
discriminating duty of 10 per cent.
on ftea imported into Canada indi-
aectly by way of the United States,
svorks injury to the interests of Unit-
ol States railroads, and with corres-
ponding beunefit to the Canadian Pa-
cific. The traffic manager of the
Northern Pacific has asked the de-
partment that the matter be called
ta the attention of congress, witha
view tu heavy remedial legislation
coacted. The state department  will
sake no action, since 1t Is not jnits
provinee to advise cougress with re-
speet to legislation  on tarlff ques-
tions, but has referred the matter to
the treasury department.

According to the statement of the
railroad officials, its lcss of tralfic on
account of the Canadian discrimina-
tion cannot be very large, but its
loss by the Canadian Pacific competi-
tion in the handling aund regular
transportation of entire cargocs of
toa, raw silk, silk goods and other
producgs of China and Japan to the
eastern parts of the United States,
must be very extensive, In thecase
of shipments of tea, the Northern Pa-
cific is permitted to carry imports
of the product to the amount of 24,-
000 pounds over Canadian territory,
but is prevented from dopos\tin;;r
broken packages along the line

The state department officlals have
wotifi~d the Northern Pacific neople
that the advantage comoiained of as
passessed by the Camadian Pacific
can’t boe remedied by that denartment
as it is not touch2d LY any treaty
agreement with  Great Britain or
agreequent with  the Canadian gov-
crnment, but is purely o ouestion of
trad> regulatibns by tart{f rates. It
is not known what steps will be
taken by the treasury cfficials in the
matter.

Assiniboia.
J A. Trussler. tatlor, Quappelle, ad-
vertises his business for sale. R
Lang & Campbell, harnessmakers,
Wolceley, have d ssolved.  The business
w2l be continued by Campbell. -



