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ELEVATOR NOflOPOLY.
'rTe systein horetofore pursued hy tho

0. P. t nmanagemnent, in refuç;iig Ioading
priviloges ab ait sliipping- points wvhoro
clevators existed, unlcs tbroughi these
clevators, and conscquently by paying a
londiug charge ta thecir owncrs, bias corne
to bc generally styied the elevatoe mono-
poly, althougli a look into the meaning
and derivatian af the word xnonopoly,%vill
show, that in this case it is sadiy mis-
applied. A nmonopolyjs a thing that can
only bc enJoyed by one, and as nearly a
dlozen different men and firma awn elev'a-
tors throughout the Northwest, and any
person or firin willing ta coiply withi tho
0. P. R. regulations can constuct others,
ther ecau be no nionopoly in connection
thbprewith. Any defects in or complaints
againit the privileges guarantced to elm'a-
tor owners slîould therefore be rated as
dects or causes of cemplaint, seeing
these men have taken advantage of notlî-
iîî- that is not free ta any other person
or couipany.

The general publie have been unwilling
or slow ta recognize tho principle aboya
laid down on this elevator question, but
the Winnipeg Grain Exchange nt their
meetin., on Wednesday rccognizcd it,
.althoughi a motion was passed ta ask the
C. P. R. ta discontinue those privileges,
a majarity of the members af the exchango
heing in favor of their discontinuance.

White there are many causes for coin-
plaint against the present elevator regul.
ations an the C. P. R. and its branches it
is questior.able if a tatal aLulition of ail
conditions regarding the shipping af grain
would be for the benefit of the country at
large and aur farmers in particular, and
it is beyonid question, that it would be
nytbing but au adulterated boon ta men
engaged in the grain tradte.

The poliey of the C. P. P. manageaient
bas irain the flrst beau, ta put avery
obstacle in the wvay ai the estal-
lishment af any grain storage point
west of the Lake Superior shore, s0 that
grain, ouce moved froin the original ship.
ping point, 'would be completely in their
grasp, and beyond being carried ta the
seaboard after a wiuter's starage by any
route but their own steaniships and road.
To save thmselves the trouble and expense
ai providing loal storag, they arranged

thoir #olevator privelage systeta se, that
aovners ai elevators wcre cornpelled ta
furnishi storago accommodation far beyond
ilin î.ecessities.for hauneling aend shipping
tut it e grain iîandled ýy tltefnscîves. To
suit the conviencoof the railway cornpany,
tiwy wcre cornpelled ta furitisb at great
extra expense additional and unnecessary
cleaniiîg and bandiing macbinery, sa that
in case of block wcst ai the Cornpany's
stoage point grain dealers in t'le Northi-
west would bcar their burden until tbe
block was cieared. Like ail other pieces
ai sellisît policy thn elevator regulatiana
were overdone, and. ta.duy tbere is net
ane elevator cloa the C. P. R. lines for
every twa Oiat wauld have been, liad titis
policy been lessselfishon the partoi the coin-
pany, and mare liberal ta olavator oWners.

The blockada hast wiater, wliert the
company were paralyzed and powcrlass,
ta relieve tbis cou ntry ai its. tond ai grain,
showed up the defeets ai the cleysýtor
systern, snd lias no doubt in a great
mensure praînptud titis action ai thu
Grain Exchange. Stilli t shouid
ba asked whethcr e total abolition ai. the
present clevator priviieges, or a nxoii
cation ai thetin would best suit the waats
ai the country and the grain trade. A
modification adrnitting ai the construction
and working ai a class ai srnall aad.
cbeaply canstructed elevators wvould we
thinlk caver ail the wnnts ai grain deuiers,
white a crnplete abolition as asked for
in the Exchange rasolution, would admit
ai loading froin wagons, or in any wvay
iwaginable, and âuch unbridled license
wouid we bt-lieve not be for tiiben.-flt ai
the grain trade.

There ure soite- people who wîll 5fty

never mind the grain tt-ade, if the fatîrn7 r's
interests are served. But the question itere
cones in, would the farmer ba benafltted
by the change asked for by tha Exchangel
We have no hesitation la answering la
the iegativo. Wlîara suds a systein lias
bean tried, it ias been fouad that in a. iew
years the grain markets ai country tawns
have sunk ta mere trucking pointswln
the couatry merchant trucks bis goada
tu the farnier for his -rain, and takes
good care ta be on the .right side ai tbe
hargain. With indiscirninate sbipping
every village huckstar eau ereet an aver-
grown dry gooda box in whichi ta store
tîte grain ho trucks for, and wvith the balit
ai giving.credit before barvest can use a
lever ta secure bis share ai the grain gaiag
ta market. If thare is ane advantage
possessed liera, botter worth preser'ving

tha atiother, it la tîtat ai an an ever
ready cash grain mnarket for aur farmiers,
sucli as titis country now lias, and ta
admit of indiserintilate laading and Ship-
pin- of grain would bc ta open the widest
Land of a gate ta a systcrn af truck, whlich
would be a curse tu the country. ,

But thera cornes into titis proposcdl
change the question of the rights af those
who have speut thecir rroney in alovatar
construction under the belief, that prent
privilegas would bc maiatained ta thetn.
Any itîf ringement upon these privilages is
certaiîîly a breach i fitit ta them. E{ow-
ever, as other umembers ai the Grain Ex-
change have had nothing ta do with, and
neyer sanctioued these privilegea, the
breach of faitli would be solely osn the part
af the railway Companty -%vhiclh granted
themn ta suit the cauveniance of its nian-
agementt, and the C.P.R managernthave
ail alang showa thair determination as
%voit as their ability ta inake contracts
entered into binding cnough upon the
opposite party, but accornmodatingly lax sa
far as conditions are biudirîg upon thata-
selves. It is not likely therefora, that
alavatar awners would receive any idean-
ity iront loss through the raqueat. ai the
Grain Exchange bein- granted. Like
nany others they wvould have to suifer for
the convenience ai the C.P.R. couipany.

in commercial circles the man wlio
receives a guarantee or indorsement froin
anotixer, if ha, the rec 'ipiant is possessed' i
ai a grain ai bonor, or for that inatter
follows a sound business policy, ho will
strti every effort ta save that guarantee-
in- party or indorser front any loss by bis
obliging action. And net tunfrequeatly,
when a business tuait reaches insolvency,
if ho bas any securad creditors, they are
endarsers wvho have pledged their credit
ta aid hita iii bis unsuccessful eareer
Sucli is thegeneral rule in straigbt trade
circles, and pretty liard thingas are aitea
said- about the insolvent wvho shlows bis
endarsing friand ta uxeAt with losi. -

The great trou'ble %v ith polities in titis
Canada ai ours *is that they are not rua
upon busilness.principles, and if thare »is
one point in wvhich the difference betwvaen
business aud puitics stands out mare
nxayked than in others it is in the inatter
af gruarantees. It is seldota that an
individual or coi poration borraovs or bears
any trouble in connactian with a guarantee
obtained fromn a G.overxtment either
Faderai or locAl, un1e,,: it ha trouble a-2 te
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