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IRISH LANDLOKDISM.

Willlam O'Brien. M. V., Discusses the
(ues lon,

A Ruraing Atralgumend.

Mr. O'Brien's sceond leteer in the
sertes on ¢ Insh Landlordism Up to
Date,”” which he is writiny for the
Publin Freeman's Jdournal and the
London Daily News, 1% a very interest-
ing docament.  He beging as follows

My firat letter gave =ome notion of
the actual condition of the mass of the
Marquis of Shgo's tenantey, living on
mere wmorsels of mountain or bog land,
tied together in co operative misery
avsocitions by means of the legal
monstrosity cal'ed ** tensneies in col”
and their spint broken and their bodies
waated by exuct ons which, in any well
governed country, would be criminal
offences.  Let me ghow you the com
panten picture to the tenants’ present
degraded condition  those tracs of
desolute green pastures which lie in
the same couuty, in the same parnsh,
sometimes in the same clectoral divi
gion with the congested patehies of
tillage in wineh the population swarm
and slave.  Withm the past week the
Marquis of Shgo carried ont an evie
tion which has rent a thnll of joy
throughout West Connnughit  He has
tiken up possession of the enurmous
stock farm, more than 10 (00 acres in
extent, which the late Captatn Houston
and e guceessors accumulsted from
the evicted holdings of Lord Sligos
and Lord Lucan’s estates of the preat
famine of 1816 1<, T'he eviction of
the great liouston tanch will be a
polden date in the listory of the Irish
oongert «l  dustricts. It marks the
definitive breakdown of the conepiracy
formed by the Insh lan ilerds afiee the
famine year to convert Ireland into
vast pasture farms by the mumple pro
cess of banmslnng the existing popula
tion by the huudred thou<and to
Americs, or to use the worhhiouse, or
to the bare mouutain ridges where

in an empire where you can still (alk
with men whose leyca have secn all
thieae things hrough to pass under the
free tlag of England. 7

One of the pet pleas of Irish land
lordisin is an appeal to Lnglish preju
dice ngainat the mnats  eriminshty
of the Irnish tenantry.  Whoever takes
the trouble ta look up the facts xuows
that, on the contrary, 1 18 the Inesh
peasant aho never strikes back, who
18 most mercileaely wastod, and that
the only mndulgence 1rish landlordiam
hag ever voluntanly yielded has been
yiclded withmn range of the Tipperary
wan's blunderbnes, It is nonsenss to
atteropt to blink the fact. 1 have
wuired diligently without be.ny able
to discover s single nstanee 1o which
a hife waa taken on Lord Sligo's estate
during the whole sgony of these
Liearth  quenchings, uproofings and
bawishiments. Captuin Houston's cattle
were not tore gultless of blood than
the wen whose hearths they grazed
over.  Captmn Houston  lived for
twenty yeara and died in peace i the
mdst of the people on the ruins of
whose villapes b was thniving,  Itas
pamful to thank that the only reward
of the peapl’s self restraint was a book
by & member of the family hbeling
thetn as savages,

Thie great experiment of black 2attle
a3 rent puyers vice men tlourished
apace. lord Sligo received Ins rent
m one by nugpet, nstead of drawing
1t like drops of hic blood from a thou
sand peasunts with Llighted potatoes
and hungry claldren  Results, 1t 18
true, were not so satisfuctory for the
peassuts.  Such of them a8 could not
be packed mto e Amerioan satling
ship~

T THRIE
hovered on the out<kirts of the flouns
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ton rinch.  They were disposed of in
stwe Wz, Some found refuge on the
I alrcady overerowded estates of smaller

| and more compaszaionate laadlords i
R 3

THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

he naghiborhood.  Av example s the -

deprived of the feanchise by o landlord
who paysno rates, but electaguardians
of his own nommation te spend them.
The more 1 learn of these cotenants
the leas 1 am nclined (o abate any-
tnng 1 have said of the meredible -
humanity of the <ystem. In fact,
wany of the black details ave yet to
be filled . The mx cotenants of
Derryeullish were  pro sl for o
year and & balfs rent.  They offered
to pay & years rent - wen with not
mwore than a month's supply of pota-
tocs i their pits, and to whom govern-
ment rehef will have to bo preseutly
sdumistered — Lhe ofl r was refused,
and a Wil of law coats run up against
thew. This s, howeser, ko camuion
# stary to be worthy of special remurk.
Fliere are two crecumatancenin wluch
their cxperiencea vven surpass those
ol boulabrian,  The Derrycullish
men's valuation escerds £ apuece,
They pay all the poor rates. On al-
most any other catate with wlach 1
am acqunted, even ford Lucan's,
the landlord returns half the poor
rates thua paul by the tenants  Lord
Shygo returns nuthing,  The Derryenl
hsh men pay st all. They pay the
whole county cess 1n additicn, which
18 tig year at the rate of 1s. W, in
the pound —the cexs which repairs the
roads and bridges and sustains the
lunatic asylum and guarantees light
railway dividends, mall of which Lord
Shigo’s brother, Lord Jolin ¢ rowne, 18
the dispoaing power as foreman of the
grand jury, and «n all of which the
Derrycullizh co-tenants, who supply
the cess, have no more voice than
they hiave in the march of the planets.
But
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i 18 never withant the touch of wony,
for, winle the puasaut has to pay the
| whole county cond of s, 8. the
| pound, there 18 an additional levy of

114 pence for the relief of distresa,
| and tne laudlord out of s bounty
solemnly returvs the half of the 11 4

even the grecdy eye of the landgralber | conpested village of Shraleen, the ; pevce for v relief of distress, while

did not think it worth while to pursue | ot wochegone i the pansh of Auy |

them.

hagower.  The landlord was a kindly

bie leaves 1. cmaciated villagers to
| poy thels W, Surely here s a stroke

Mr. O Linen then spenks of other | man, aud did not repulse the homeless | of grim humor worthy of Mephisto-
clearances i Mayo sumlar to the | Wand-rers from the Eenfl valley. | pheles at lus gy est.

Houston ranch.
poor rates, he says, had th be paid by
the landlord~. 8o tliese worthue~, m
order 1o eseape the burden,
CLEARFD ot T THE AL SRR

by whole townlands, and turned over
the large areas to Scotch graziers.
After giving in detail the tawnlands
which were depopulated to make roowmn
for Captain Houston's cattle, Mr.
('Brien continues a3 follows .

About 6000 acres of the above are
on the estate of the Fuarl of Lucan,
whoese predeceasor in title, Sir Richard
Bingbum, Elzabetl’s infamous gov.
emor of Connaughbt, would scew to
Luve rat down one night with l.ord
8ligo’'s progenitor, and gambled for the
barony of Murrisk, townland by town-
land, with varying fortunes, and with
the bizarre result that the two lords
cross and re-croas one another's estates
in & sort of proprietorial rundale. 1t
is not difficult to realize for oneaclf
what a hecatomb of skulls it took to
build these Tamerlanes of consolida-
tion their trophy ; how many agonized
Liearts, of which each separate evicted
townland represents the breaking ;
how many despairing, hur;ry groups
by the ditch sude in the pitiless winter
morning ; how many footsore journcys
to the workliouse, 1o the slnmsof some
English manufacturmig town; how
many corpses, strewn along the At
lantic: how many bloaming young
Irish maidens prescrved for a fate still
more bitter ; how many sworn enemics
of England made ready to the
hand of the rebel and the dynamiter
It was from the ruins of an cvicted
Mayo villsage like unto these that
Michael Davitt arose to make Iriah
landlordism tremble to its guilty soul.

TALK oF ARMENMAN ATROCITIF
as indignantly as you will, but pray

The after fumine | Shraleen bweame as overcrowded as

| the Erntfvalley beeatne desolate. The
v Hagers got sk in ungery, and the
laudlord dnifted mto the ecurt of chan
cery, und the shal'oaw politieal econo-
st visiting Shraleen to day wall think
he has mastered the whole problem
when he points to she thickly huddled
cabins and throws up lns bands with
a cry of ¢ over populstion.”

A much larger body of the Sligo
tenantry were suflered to remain upan
such 1nelynble bits of bog or mountain
88 did not excite the cupidity of the
great graszers.  \Whenever, by force
of reclamstion or otherwise, it became
worth wlale to incerpurate one of those
co-tenantry holdings with the great

not witn evermuch self nghteousiees

stock farms, nothing was simpler.
Some member of the oo tenantry part-
nership was always sur¢ 10 be in ar-
rears. The co tensncy was cvicted,
the Iand transferred o the grazier,
and avy of the co tenauta who were
especially good payers were transported
to some new aud wild mountain stri
where they had o begin the world all
over sgamn, against heather, rock and
storm.  [lns wa~ the origin, recent or
remote, of wany of the sestlements in
impossible corners of the district well
called Tiroacruacha (the country of
the mountan peaks) under shelter of
cliffa called after the cagles who pre-
ceded Lord Sligo's tenants in posses-
[ion.

I have already laid bare the system
upon which these poor inheritors of
thie homes of the eagle are dwelt with
—bound together,

THE LIVING AND IHE DEAD

in co-tenancies which secure that
everybody shall be as wiserable as
bus naighbor, and in that impoverished
condition compelled to pay the poor

But the Drerry cullish co tenants have
hiad anuther appalling experience,
wlich, 1 am afrawd, 15 not thara alone
| They assure me .and I can find no

reason fur doubt) that they have been
i legally evieted twice over already m
J the course of the past ten years! That
15t say, at the end of their six months'
petiod of redempaon the shenfl took
legal possession, and when they were
re-adnutted 1t was no Jonger as tenanta,
. but as mere caretakers und moveable
. chiattels, subject to the payment of
; Whatever rent the landlond chose to
| nawe, and to expulsion whenever the
| landlord saw fit to chase them! The
| most fearful thing that has oceurred,
all silently and munoticed in Irdland
j swmee the seventty seetion of the Tory
land act of "»7 was passed, is that
what has happetead to thee Derryeullish
| €0 tenants Liss Lispja ned, necording to
"y best delief, in At lea~t 0060 cases
! througliout Ircland, and that, unlees
Mr Marley « tll come s to ther relief,
all these thon<ands of co tenwuts will
biave been excluded for aye from the
benefits of Mr. G'adstone's land iegis-
lation, and will remam us absolutely
the creatures of the landlord’s will and
pleasure as the pheasants in lis
coverts.

Tiuxe has brought its revenge, how
ever, 19 the evisted of the Houston
ranche—at least to those sparse ones
whio have survived famines and coffin
shipa and forty years of hungry sorrows.
The Awecrican aud Australian cattle
trade rcse up to dissipate

THE LANDLORI'S TIAZZLING DREAN
of & county of grest graziers. Captain
Houston's son fell nto diffiulties and
quited the country. Mr. Houston.
Boawell, his sucoessor. convinced him
self by a short experince that fifteen

rates which the law directs o be pud
by the landlord. and at the same time

miles of moantain pastures, vast as
they looked, were no match for the

flimitable American prairn 'y
competed with them. Anothi: oo,
of condemnation came frous 1h. .
heart of nature itseil. The v
riion of the atock farm w. .
Srriff river valley, whichwasr . 100 .y
by the tillage tenantsof old 1. .
cogized fact here among gyt
that the reclaimed land= ar
fruitful than the cold aud spuw.
soils of the neighborhood v
natural condition.  But theaeet oo
landa in their untilted conditem
ly withered under the fot
grazier. It is not s wctaphe
well known fact.  Theold allen
became oversproad with tuogsi s, v
choked the natura) grasses, ~
neither the dsiay or the wlate
which are, so 10 say. tho n v
colors of a bountiful pastur.
upshot was that, forty yvars uft.-
great crime of the fumine clear v
Lord Sligo was last week ablye !
bundle out the big wrazier o
turn, and this enormous traet !
people's inlieritance i+ at thiciua
without a tenant.

The event is a memorable 1.
mnarks ance for all the collap« -°
policy of bullock runs to which
dreds of thousands of Irsh tuia
were sacrificed.  \Will it mark al«
beginning of the reverse polivy
restoring the land to the people*
any cther country it would be va~y
return a confident aflirmative. 1. -
witlun the bounds of one hioriruu. 3
bave the bane and antidote

UF WERTERN MISKRY

st forth mde by mide; the congests :
villages harried for rent arrears whin
they are orying to the yavernment fv
food, and, not a nfl- shot awa)
thousands of acres of goad tillage land
and tens of thousands of sound moun-
tamn pastures idle under the eyes of
weu to whom they would mean broa!
farms aud rustic plenty. Some of -
who were crying in the wildernes-
this subject for many a day ar
quite solitary now.

Whatever 1may be the defects of 1
congested distuiet bosrd as 1t was ¢
stituted by Mr. Balfour's act, "
board has begun to realize the mocke s
of State relwdin for guinguennt:
fatmine in the West, while the peop
are locked out of the good and sur
cient lands which are temptingly -
forth before their eyes, and which v
small cultivators who are their ow
laborers will cver succeed in turns.
to adequate account.  The board lin
already made one successful exper
mett on & swiall estute in Galway. I
15 about to wake another on Clar
Island --80 long ihe theatre of rent
oollecting cxpedit-ous uf war by British.
gunboats. Can 1t be posable tha:
government and laudlord witl madls
let Captain Houston's 42,000 acres 11t
derelict or slip away to some other
fatuous lendgrabber, while the wmen
who oould enrich them and whom
they could enrich lie wretchid. cribbed
and oongeated at the other side of the
boundary fence? In Ireland only
could such a tling bappen; but m
Ireland, where the velo of A man with

LORD SLIGO'S INSANE DISRROGARD

for his responsibilities to the countr:
to which he owes his revenue ccui’
without rhyme or reason negative au:
attempt of the congested districts boar.:
to restore the Houston ranche to the
people. Lard Shgo's veto on any such
project iv just as likely as his brother
peers’ vito on a home rule bill.

It 15 too sad for words to thuni
what & chiange for the worse the lap~
of more than a hundred years ha:
made in the Wealport district since
Arthur Young paid his visit. Young
found ths.s Lord Altamount of his dsy
(the family had nat yet sold ther
oounty their country to Castle

[0

resgh for a marquisate of Sligo and
£15,000 cash) “an improver whose
works deserve the closest attention ™
busy among his tenantry, immersed
in all sorte of schemes for reclamation

and improvement, established a linen




