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REGISTRARS AND THikri DuTiES-FiAUDtLENT A aSON.

damuis to cotupel the Registrar to do his duty
and give the certificate the act required.

Th'ie Court held Uic ground taken by the
Rcgistrar to ho totally untenable, and declared
it tu bu the Jatty af cvery registrar to, compare
the docunments left with him, so that he miglit
satisfy lîlînself thereby that hie could properly
enter thereon the certificate required by Ian-
.- that, the han rcqîîired him to make himself
acqunintod with the tacts to which he was to
-:crtify, and that thore wvas nothing in the
iet ta warrant him in înaking a qualifled
certi ileate.

Aînong the arguments uscd by counsel (or
rather a plea for mercy, for it wouid come
strictly within the latter terni) it was stated,
tliat the Registrar was not paid for comparing
documents; but, as n-as remarked by the Court,'that was not a matter with which they had any
thing to do, and so long as the Ian- laid don
clcarly the duty to, ho donc by Registrars, they
were bound to onforce the performance of
such duty. Considering that these officiaIs
do about the least work for the niost money,
and liave the toast to, do for nothing, of any
in the country, this appeal caused some mer-
riment amongst the members of the bar,
the Chief Justice remarking that if this Regis-
trar considered the emoluments of the office
insufficient, lie hRd no doubt the government
would have no difficulty in finding many men
quite as competent to tilt it, &nd n-ho would
do the duties for the saine remuneration.

The court were unanimously of opinion,
notwithstanding it wua urged by counsel that
the point was a new one, that the Registrar
should be mnade to pay the costs, saying that
the case n-as 50 very clear and the reasons
given by the officer for not doing his duty s0
very untenable, and the proceeding so "n-rang
headed," that it n-as just such a case as re-
quired the infliction of costs.

This is one of tho many instances where
several Registrars that could be mentioned
(n-ho, for some reasons which otlier people are
unable to discover, look upon themselves as
an illused class and fait foui of every body in
general, and the profession in particular) have
taken upon themselves to put forced construe-
ions lapon the various acts affecting their
duties and emoluments; but~ as was in sub-
stance remarked by one of the learned judges
in giving judgxnent, it is rather a curious, fact
that of the many remarkable constructions

placed by Registrars upon the :ît fln
seem to, tako grcat care to con>trie diotilt.,..
points in thoir own favor.

Practitioners and othc1 s a %hoi have acêvqi't I
qualifled certificates, sue as Sp oken f uh

would do well ini our judgrnent to have t!.

proper certificates endorsed without delay
We may have occasion to refer again tri tl!

subject of Registrars' dutics on theqe al~i
other points.

SE LECTIO NS.

FRAUDULENT ARSON.
On Saturday, at the Central Criiniintil Courit,

two men were convicted of sctting tire tu a
dwolling.house with intent to dufrz-.td an ii
surance company. They mwore sentenved -tv
orally to five and seven years' of penal servi-
tude. In passing upon thoîn this very in.
adequate punishment, Mr. Justice ýVILLE5Sai

hie ivas niuch afi'aid-tn speak in the r:
measured tcrms-that kt was not an tuncnîiin
offence. He had himself, during tile tinie 1!2
had been on the bench, tried a gre:ît niiiiber
of cases in which persons had been convicted
of arson for purposes of fraud, anda lie lia,'
tried other cases in ,vbich resi.dance Il1 ,. r
made to the payment of insuraînce h3 fi'
offices under circumstances whîcli inade bz
clear to his mind that the accuised liail ,et tirev
ta their premises. He n-as iiixch afraitl tha:
there were a number of persons ini titi. ,~
try n-ho traded on the fearsi ai the inw,îrainre
officers, and who went about takiîig lîotise,
and filling them, with rubibishi in the shape of
furniture, on whichi thiey efi'ectudinuaî.
and thon, in case of tire, mnade enornioui s
on the inqstnce officers trusting that thn'ze
officers would ahinost do anythingr radher thaîî
resist a claim on account af the unpopularity
to whichi it would exp)ose thein. ,Tilit i.,
fact, was the real reason wvhy theinol
company in this case had flot prosecutedl. «rie
prisoners were niost fortunate in being tried
by a jury whio had so interposed on their be-
haif. Following the path of thought wliich
had led to, that recommendation to mcrcy, lie
treated Bond as the principal and NLye as the
tool, though his was the hand that set tire ts
thec house, and hoe sentenced Bond to, seven
years' and Ney to, five years'penal servitude."

The judge n-as rightly of opinion that the
crime is not uncomamon. The late Mr. Braid-
wood was wont to affirmn, as the resuit of bis
own extensive experience, that more than one
haif of ail the firos in the metropolis w&Ce
raised by incendiaries vith deliberate design
to defraud the insurance offices. Fireraisilg
has, in fact, become a regular profession, like
begging-letterwriting. Itwnas almost unknowfl
when death n-as the punishment for ars0fl.
The ill-judged leniency with which that greAt

200-Voi. Ill.. N. S.] LAW JOURNAL. Augustf, 18rî.


