
DIARY OF MRS. SIMCOE

Note.—Mr. William Berczy was born in Saxony in 1749. He 
visited England in 1791 and became agent for an association that 
were owners of a large tract of land in Genesee, N. Y. The inten­
tion was to settle Germans on the lands of the association. But 
owing to differences between Mr. Berczy and the chief manager of 
the association in Philadelphia, Berczy withdrew his people from 
New York and settled them by arrangement with Governor Simcoe 
in Markham, near Toronto. Mr. Charles A. Berczy, son of William 
Berczy, was born at Niagara in 1794, and died in Toronto in 1858. 
He was an acting deputy assistant commissary general during the 
War of 1812, and was postmaster of Toronto from about 1840-52. 
lie married Miss Finch of Greenwich, England, and by her had a 
large family. Two of his daughters were noted for their beauty.

John Scadding’s Dwelling.
(Front a lint ni ini b/i Mm. Simcoe.)
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Sat. 25th—Two soldiers went to Niagara. These expresses are to go 
at regular periods by way of a post.

Sun. 26th—We went to the Don to see Mr. Talbot skate. Capt. 
Æneas Shaw’s children set the marshy ground (the marsh at Ash- 
brtdge's Bay) below the bay on fire; the long grass on it burns with great 
rapidity this dry weather. It was a fine sight, and a study for flame 
and smoke from our house. At night the flames diminished, and 
appeared like lamps on a dark night in the crescent at Bath.

Mon. 27th—I walked below the bay and set the other side of the marsh 
on Are for amusement. The Indians have cut holes in the ice, over which 
they spread a blanket on poles, and they sit under the shed, moving a 
wooden fish hung to a line in the water by way of attracting the living 
fish, which they spear with great dexterity when they approach. The 
Governor wished me to see the process; we had to walk a half-mile to the 
place. There was no snow on the Ice, and we were without cloth shoes. 
The Governor pushed a large limb of a tree before him which kept him
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