Upon attaining power we shall without delay enter upon and
complete the necessary investigation to guide us as to details; and
this investigation will be promptly followed by the requisite
legislation.

REFORM OF SENATE IN PuBLIC INTEREST.

It may not become a member of the Commons to criticise
too severely the merits or performance of the other branch of the
Legislature; but those who have watched with any care the work
of our Senate in recent years must be convinced that it is not
playing the part which was intended by the framers of our Con-
stitution. There seems little sense of individual responsibility,
little desire to grapple with public questions, little disposition for
effective work, but intense inclination, and indeed resolve,
to make its sittings as infrequent and as brief as the barest
decency will permit. In saying this I do not overlook important
individual exceptions. When one considers the problem to be
solved he is met with the declaration, not easily disproved, that
the present method of appointment is sufficiently good if the
power were properly exercised. It is beyond question that
while some appointments to the Senate by the present Adminis-
tration have been excellent, a very considerable number have
been absolutely improper and even absurd, so that the status,
character and tone of that house have notoriously deteriorated
since the advent of the Laurier Government. The Senate if
propesly constituted under the present system should be greatly
superior to the House of Commons in the chief essentials of a
legislative body, and should be one of the main safeguards of our

Constitution. It does not occupy that position either in fact or
in public estimation. I realize certain possible dangers of an
elective senate, but conditions may force it upon us; and I shall
stand for

Such reforms in the mode of selecting future members of the
Senate as will make that chamber a more useful and representa-
tive legislative body.

It is necessary to add that a constitutional change of such
importance could not take place without the consent of every
province of the Dominion.

THE QUALITY OF OUR IMMIGRATION,

Not only in our great western heritage, but in the eastern
provinces as well, we offer splendid homes to the best class of
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