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*tho bunks grow willows oft'u different form from those found below, 
mid on the margin uf the Mississippi ; the lajt are very brittle ; these, 
on the contrary, are extremely pliant, resembling the osier, of which 
they are probably a species. \

At noon on the 24th, they arrived at the confluence of the Lesser 
Missouri witli the Washita ;Ahe former is a considerable branch, per- 

, hups the fourth of the-Waghita, and pomes in from the left Iftnd. The 
■* hunters often ascend the little" Missouri,-but arc not inclined to penc- 
. tmte far up, because it reaohçs;.hcnNhe great plains or prqirics upon, 

lied river, visited by the Lessbr Osage tribesVf Indians, setlltSl on 
- Arkansas ; these last frequently carry war into' the Cadadoquis tribe 

s<‘ttled on the Ilc-d river, about*>cst-southwcst from this place ; and, in-, 
deed, they are reported not to spare any nation or people. They arc 
prevented Ifoin visiting the head waters of the Washita by the steep 
hills in wftiqh .they rise. These mountain# are so difficult to travel f 
over, that tlfp savages, not having ah object sufficiently desirable, 
never attempt ty penetrate to this river ; --and it is supposed to be un­
known to this nation.' The Cadadoquis^ov Cadoux,. ay--the French 
pronounce the whrd, may be considered ns Spanish Indians ; they , 
I Mitt,«if, and it is said with truth, that they nevert liaye imbrued thqir 
hands in the LIlkhI of a white man., It is said that the stream' of the 
Little Missouri, 50111c distance from its mouth, flows over a bright 
-plejxlid bed of mineral of a yellowish white color, (most probaoyr. 
«Martial pyrites;) that thirty years ago, several of tne inhabitants^ 
limiters, worked upon this mine, and sent .a quantity of the ore to the 

.^Mvernmcnt at'New Orleans, and they were prohibited from working 
iirW more.

'/’here i^.a great sameness in the appearance of the river banks ; the 
islands arc skirted with osier ; and immediately within, on the bank, 
grows a range of birch trees and^somc willows ; the more elevated 
bank» are covered with cane’, among which grow the oak, maple, 
elm, sycamore, ash, hickory, dog-wood, holly, iron-wood, &c. From 
the pilot they Jearned that there is a body of excellent land on the 
Little Missouri, particularly on the creek called the “ Bayou a Terre 
Ndife,” w hich falls into it. This land extends to Red river, and is 
connected with the great prairies which form the hunting grounds of 
the Cadoux nation, consisting of about two hundred warriors. They 
are warlike, but frequently unable to defend themselves against the 
trilie of Usages, settled on the Arkansas river, who, passing round the 
mountains at the head of the Washita, and along the prairies, whiqh 
separate them from the main chain on the west, where the waters of 
the Red and Arkansas rivers have their rise, pass into the Cadoux 
country, and rob and plunder them.1

The water in the river Washita rising, the party arc enabled to 
pass the numerous rapids and shoals which they meet with in the 
upper country, some of -W’hicfi are difficult of ascent. The general 
height of the main banks of the river is from six to twelve feet above . 
the level of the water ; the land is better in quality—the canes, &c.,

It is subject to inundation, andshowing a more uxuriant vegetation.


