
PRSFATORT ADVERTISEMENT

TO TBI COMTIMVATIOll OW

THE HISTORY OF THE WEST INDIES.

To make additions to a building which has been

erected by another architect, however able may be

the person by whom those additions are made, is a

task from the performance of which but little repu-

tation is likely to be acquired. There is, almost

always, in the different parts, a want of harmony

and connection, which is highly prejudicial to the

general effect. It is the same with respect to works

of literature. The original author takes a full view

of his subject, in all its bearings and relations, forms

a regular plan, and assigns to each branch its pro-

per order and space. Every thing that is subse-

quently added, by another writer, disturbs the

symmetry of the composition, and appears, there-

fore, at best, rather as an inartificial appendage

than as a portion of one great whole. Should this

fault be discovered in the continuation 6i the

History of the West Indies, it is hoped that the

candour of the reader will attribute it to its real


