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ed, agalnft abufe, tl - oppofition to it was carried to as

•Treat an exccTs, ami it excited as much horror and in-

dignation, as iF it had wholly deflroycd the liberty ot

the prefs, and " Icfi not a trace behind.'* And in this

lenfelefs and difgraceful clamour, were engaged vail

numbers ot the bcft and mod intelligent men ot tlie

community. The Alien and Sedition Laws were made
the fnbjcrt ot an elegant, but violent and inflammatory

report, agreed to by the legitlature of Virginia, as re-

refpcftable and enlightened a deliberative body as any in

the Uiijjfd States, or perhaps in tlie world. But they

were bitten by the mad dog ot ta^iion in common with

fo large a portion of their fellow citizens, and were
feized with the prevalent diforder. They regarded the

two obnoxious laws, as inroads upon public liberty, that

required to be repelled with the utmoft firmnefs.

It would be uncandid not to flate, that the trials under
this a£t, for libels againfl the prefident, and, as far as mv
recolledion ferves me, again il fomc ot the other public

lun^hionaries, were managed with very confidern!>le rig-

our ; and from the abufe ot the law, tended to give an
appearance of propriety and juflice to the clamour againfl

it. The cafes of Thomas Cooper and Matthew Lyon,
Efcjrs. who were both treated with remarkable fcveritv,

excited a high degree ot fympathy in the public mind.
I hivc ftrong doubts, whether under all the circumflanccs,

a jury could be found in London to pronounce a verdi^fc

of " guilty" againft either of them. Of the two cafes, it>

may be juflly faid

—

fummu?u jiis^ summa injuria. But-
the ccnfure did not attach to the law. It lay at the dooF
of the juries.

I have little to fay refpefllng the alien law. It wa,<?

liable to flrong objeftions. It inveftcd the prefident-

with powers that might be much abufed. But it certainly
never warranted the awful outcry that was raifed againft
it. To enable the reader, however, to form his own
opinion—and, if mine be erroneous, to reje6l it alto-

gether, Ian '\x the moll obnoxious claufe of the aff.
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