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qualifies tho noun : the Pronoun is used in place of the noun ; tbo Verb .isitcitM, iJ

inandi), or a8lc>i n question ; tho Adverb qualiflos a verb, adjectivo, or other advd
tho Proposition shows tho relation ol a noun or pronoun, that follows it, to soniuthiJ

wbivh fiiis gone before; tho Coniunction connects words or sentences; and tlj

Interjection is an abrupt exclamation.
On referring ttt tlio dictionary tho student will find words inntimerablo which

both substantives and verbs, or substantives and adjectives, or verbs active ;

neuter, acconiing to tho respective senses In wliicli theyaro used. Thus the comol
word " Act " is explained as a substantive, a verb active, and a verb neuter ; wLl
** Except " appears not only as a verb active and neuter, but also as a preposition t

a conjunction. Hence arises the necessity of clearly understanding the tnjo imp

and value of these terms, which, in truth, constitute the nomenclatui-o of ((ramti

and tho backbone of philology. Wo shall theroforo take each of tho eight part^i

Hpocch iu duo order.

I.—THE NOUN SUBSTANTIVE.

The term "Noun" is derived from the Latin word Ifomen, which signifies

tiame." It is that part of speeeh which had its origin with tho incipient dawniugsj
society, and Wi\B doubtless coeval with man's first existence ; for the name of whatefj

wo Ciin think of or speak about is a noim ; a noun being tho name of whatever cunl
perceived by the outer senses, or bv tho inward mind; it is, in truth, the naraol

any person, place, quality, or principle. Tlie noun, then, is tho first grand divisiJ

of woixls, or, as each division is called, a part of tpeech. This primary division
j

speech has also received tho name of SubataiUive ; thereby indicating that the uuij

moans that which has substance, or that which exists in a tangible or visible aln^

In short, it Is tho name-teord of all languages.
Noun-substantives are of two difTorent kinda—Proper and Cotamon.
Proper nouns are mostly tho names of persons, places, and notable objects or ovcnij

and servo to distinguish one individujil of a class from others of the same class. TL]

tho words England, Victoria, Edinbiu'gh, Snowdon, tho Trent. Monday, July, &c.,\

proper nouns, or names, which ought always to begin with a capital letter.

Of Common nouns there are various kinds which luwe jtarticular names applied
j

them—as, abstract, collective, verbal, and coutpound. An Abstract noun may be deflii

as a noun expressing some quality or property. Those nouns have usually one of tlj

terminations tion, nens, mtnt. dom, ly, nee, or th—as, talvalion, goodneif, discernmt
freetiom, purity, benevolence, length, Ac. A Collective noun is a noun meaning nia^

individuals spoken of as one object or one mass—as, tho afseuibhj, tho rotny,

crowd, tho people, tho peatantry, die. A Verbal noun is tho infinitive or present pati

ciplo of a verb used as a noun—as, to ttcal is forbidden ; stealing U forbidden, &c.
Oom)iound noun is a noun formed of one or more words—as, milk-maid, dining'TOQ^
tchool-boi/, Lc.
Nouns are subject to certain inflexions. Thus, to form the plural of the word lit

(which Is the root or radical form of the word), wo have to add an t, making liomt

and to produce the genitive or possessive cose, we add '», as the lion's sh.iro. Witf

tho luldition of est, it expresses tho feminine gender, lioness. These inflexions ;

what are called immber, case, and gender.
Tho usual formation of tho plural of the English noun, by simply adding s to I

singular, is derived from the Anglo-Saxon—as dagas, days ; endas, ends, &c. ; bc|

there are various exceptions to tho general rule for tho formation of the plural. M
instance, many nofins, derived from other langiiagos, retain their original plui-als-t^

addendum, animalcuhm, arcanum, atitomalon, criterion, datum, detiiUratum, didu:

ilffluvium, emponum, encomium, erratum, medium, memorandum, momentum, parfuliw
phenomown, speciilum, aud stratum, which change tho lingular um or oh intoi-
according to tho custom of the Latins and the Greeks, from whom tbo words d
adopted. In tho same raaiincr tho words anal>/sis, antithesis, axis, basis, criif

ellipsis, hypotlusis, metamorphosis, oasis, phasis, parenthesis, and thesis, change the^
into es ; focus, fungus, magus, polypus, radius, sdmidus, .md virtuoso, change tlio itii|

o into t ; formula, hmina. larva, macula, nebula, and scorin, ttiko ai in the plur
apex, appendix, index, radix, vertex, nu<\ vortex, change ex or j* into ice*. Some noia

have the singular and plural alike—as deer, sheep, species, apparatus, Ac. Othi

nouns, on the contrary, have no singular—as alms, ashes, annals, antijtodeo, breid^
bowels, bellows, bvliard-i, cattle, compasses, clothes, goods, lungs, manners, maihe<ualit^

nuptials, neios, optics, oats, minutice, liolitics, riches, scissors, snuffers, statistics, than
fongs, victuals, and wages.
A noun is said to be in tlic nominative case when it is tho subject of the sontcnc

;i«, «• the 600* is there •
" and in th« objective case when it is the object of tho scntend


