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That done, tlu-y are put into the faking-

tiiblor tour and twenty hours, tlicn they

are laul up. And in tliis I'ort liu tlicy

work, continually (without rclpceling the

•Sunday, whirli is the Lord's day) tor the,

fpacc of almoll three months, thiir fails

clown, until the lading be fully made.

And becaufe the pour mariners do endure

there fome coid among the togs, fpecially

them that be molt lially, whicii b.gin

their voyage in February, from tlur.ce

Cometh the faying, that it is cold in Ca-

Drying of i\s for llie dry cod, one mull go a-land.

thf cod. There is in Nrjsfonudland and in BcicniUcs,

great number ol ports where lhi])s 1r- at

anchor for three months. At the very

break of day the mariners do go two or

tliree leagues otf in the lea to take their

lading. They iiave every one filled their

Ihallop by one or two a-clock in the af-

ternoon, and do return into the port,

where being, there is a great fcaflbld built

on the fea-ihore, whereon the filh are cart,

as one caft fheaves of corn through a

barn window. There is a great table

whereon the fifh caft, are drelTed as above

faid ; after fix hours they are turned, and

fo fundry times. Then all are gathered,

and piled together ; and again at the end

of eight days put to the air. In the end

being dried they are laid up. But there mull

be no fogs when they are a drying, tor then

ihey will rot ; nor too much heat, tor they

would become red, but a temperate and
windy weather.

They do not fifh by night, becaufe then

the cod will not bite ; I duril believe

that they be of the firti which liitfer

themfclves to be taken fleeping, although

Whyfilh that Oppiuji is of opinion that fifli, war-

flcep not. ring and devouring one another, as do
the Brajilians and Canibals, are always

watchtuland fleep not ; excepting never-

thclcfs the farpt only, which he faith

puttcth himleit in certain caves to take

his llecp. Which I might well believe,

and this fifli defervcth not to be warred

upon, feeing he makcth wars upon none
others, and liveth of weeds ; by reai'on

whereof all the authors do fay that he

chfcweth his cud like the Iheep. But as

the lame Oppian faith that this fiili only

in chewing his cud doth render a moilt

voice, and in that he is deceived, becaufe

that myielf have heard many times the

feals, or fea wolves, in open fea, as I

have faid elfewhi:re ; he might ^fo have
equivucoted in this.

The fame cod leaveth biting after the

month of September is paflcd, but n tirtth

himfelf to the bottom of the bro.ul ll-a,

or elff goeth to a hotter country until the

fpring time. Whereupon I will here al-

lege what Pliny notcth i that tifli which

have Hones in their heads do fear winter,

and retire themlelves betimes, of whole
number is the cod, which hath withm her
br.iins two white ftones made gundole ^'°''_^""

wile and jagged about ; which have not i^.,'^"

'

thofe that be tak^n towards Scotland, as

ioine learned and curious man hath told
me. -This fifli is wonderfully greedy,
and ilcvourcth others, almoft as big as

himllll, yea even lobllcrs, which arc like

big Langoujlcs, and I marvel how he may
digdl: thole big aiu! hard fliells. Ot the
livers ot' cods our NcwfouHdlandmen do
make oils, caiting thofe livers into barrels

let in the lun, where they melt of them-
lelves.

I'here is great traffick made in £tfr(j/>t'f'iilioylot

of the oyl of the filh of iV(?«;/o««<//«;/</. t™ii,

Antl tor this only caufe many go to the
filhing of the whale, and of the hippopo-

tanies, which they call the beaft with the
grt at tooth or the titorfes ; of whom fome-
thing we muft fay.

The Almighty, willing to fhew unto
j:-^^^ ,

Jouhow wondertul are his works -, ivi/t ^^t-'y^^^i^.^

thou draw (faith he) Leviathan tvitb a
hock, and his tongue with a firing tvhieh

thou hajl raft in the water Y By this Le-
viathan is the whale meant, and all filh,

ot that reach, whole hugenefs (and chiefly

of the wh.-ile) is fo great, that it is adread-
lul thing, as we have Ihewed elfewhere,

fpeaking of one that was calf on the coaft

of Brajii by the tide ; and Pliny faith that

there be tome found in the Indies which
have four acres of ground in length. This
is the caufe why man is to be admired
(yea rather God, who hath given him the

courage to alTail fo tearful a monfter,

which hath not liis equal on the land.) I

leave the manner of taking ot her, def-

crilx'tl by Oppian and St. Bafil, tor to

come to our Frenchmen, and chiefly the

Bajques, who do go every year to the

great river ox Canada liirthe whale. Com-
t-j,,, ,;^,

monly the fifhing thereof is made in the whtic the

river called Lefquemin towards Tadoujfac. whale ii

And tor to do it they go by fcouts to ''''"^''•

make watch upon the tops of rocks, to

fee if they may have the fight of tome
one ; and when they have dilcovercd any,

forthwith they go with tour Ihallops after

it, and having cunningly boarded her,

they ftrike her with a harping iron to the

depth of her lard, and to the quick ot the

fleih. Then this creature feeling herfelf

nidely pricked, with a dreadtul Lioilte-

roufnefs cafteth herlelf into the depth of

the tea. The men in the mean while are

in their fliirts, which vere out the cord

whercunto the harping iron is tied, which
the whaie carrieth away. But at the fhal-

loji fide that hath given the blow there is

a in.;n ready with a hatchet in hand to cut

the faid cord, left per chance fome acci-

dent


