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Tlifftlo>"h'of th« women difFtr from tliofc of the men

milv ill their generally wearing a petticoat, that in wiiiltr

conics a little lower than th«ir knees. Their ordinary

jppirtl i* made of th; skins of deer, otters, or luaver,

with tin; hair or lur on tlieni. Tlii." (li-'cved of tluir uj)-

pcr hal)it arc geneially tied on with (hin;;s at the Ihoul-

ijtrs, l'^ '''*' their arni-pits, even in the depth ot v/intcr,

iieWi'oltd to the cold, which they imagine c )^ti;!!;ii-'s

10 their health : their difcafts indeed are hut l<\v, nnd

iiio:«
chiefly arifc from colds caught after dnnkiiL; fnin-

lujus liipiors, which they bnv of the Eii'lidi ; and itia

jmclaii'^holy truth, that thofe who live n^'jr the fcttle-

ineius of the Hudfon's-hay Company, aie, by druii-

^.-iiiKlb, become meagre, fmall, indolent, .:nd hardly

Jiie to encounter the h.irdlliips of the tonnti- ; while

[tiole who live at a dillance arc hardy, vigorous, and

adlive.

I'ni-y dwell in tents covered with moofc and decr-

kiiis l^wed together. I'liele are of a circular fouii, pro-

bably on account of its being moft capacious and coave-

tli'.y then cover him with cartH, anJ over that erciH a

Kin I (if rough niomiiiient of Hours. Such old people as

have no children, require this oflice of their friends ; but

111 this ca(c it lb 111. t always complied with.

'I licy have alio a very Ihange m.ixim of policy, which
is obliging their women to procuie frequent abortiom,
by the ule of a ccriain herh, common in that country, in

order to eal'c thcnilelvcs of the heavy Imnhen ot an help-

Icls taniily. Kava.;e a^thiscufium is, it is Id's barbarous
than tnat ancientiv jiLn^lifed bv tne polite i:nd civilized

(jrcck.i and iloiiian:;, as it is (Hll hy the Chincle and Hot-
tentots, ofeNp!)fin'; tiitir Chiiiiren, and leaving them to

perifli with hunger 111 be devoured by wild bealts.

1 hey acknowledge a JJeing of inlinite goodnels, whom
they !^i!e I Jckewma, or the Cire.it ChicI, whom they con-
fider as the author of all the hleflings they enjoy, and
hng a kind of hymns to his praifc,' in a grave and f ilemii

tone, that is not altogether difagreeable ; but their reli-

gious lentimonts arc very inconlillent and confuftd. '1 hiy

hkewife acknowUdg" another hem,.', whom they call

nieiu lor their fitting round the tire, which is in the
j

V\'itticcn, and reprcfent as the author of all evil ; tif him

middle. I'hey are formed of poles, which arc extended , they are much afraid ; but it is not faid that they ufc sny

at the bottom, and at the top lean to the center, where , methods to appeafe him.

an opening is left to admit the light and let out the Though thefe people fpcnd the bcft part cSf their live)

imoke. 1 hey Ikew the bottom with the top of pine- in procuring ncceirarics, and miaht talily lay up a llotc

irecs, and lie with their feet to the fire, and their heads of provifion's to feciire them againll want ;
ytt (hey take

10 in.; hdcs of the tent. The entrance is generally on .little care of fiiiiirity. Kroin their natural gcnerolicy

the louth-wclt fide, and they go in by lifting up one I they are very free of their provilions when tlirv hare

1,1 [he skins, to which is lalteiied a pieceof Itick, to make ' plenty, and, except drying a little venifoii and tiOi, take

it flap dole. no care to have a fup|ily ag;iin(t winter. I he liuliauK

They have no dependance for fubfiilence on the fruits I who come in the fummer to^'trade at the factories, fomc-

pf the earth, but live entirely on the animals they take • times not obtaining the fuccours they cxpedted, have been

111 hunting or catch in traps. 'They every feafon make
! obliged to finge off" the fur from thoufands of bcaver-

j prodigious flaughter among the deer, from the ablurd
|
(kins, in order to feed upon the leather : but when they

opinion that the more ihjy deliroy, the greater plenty are thus reduced to the grcatefl ex:r;'inity, they behave

will fucceed ; hence th.-y (ometirncs leave three or four ^^ith a patience that is eaficr to admire than to imitate,

humlrcd dead on tne plains, t.iking out only their tongues, 'I'hey frequently travel two or tlr-e hundred miles,

and .caving their carcall.'s eirher to rot or to be devoured even in the depth of winter, throui'h a wide open coun-

bythe wild bcalls. At other times they attack them in try, without meeting with any h,>ufe f) rcc-'ive thc-tn,or

the water, and biing great numbers on floats to the fac- carrying any tent for their protection. At tne approach

tones. They alio live upon birds, and even feed on of night they raifc a kind of fence with bruthwood, by

cigles, hawks, crows, and owls, as well as on partridges, ^v^e (ide of which they kindle a fire, and having cleared

away the (now, thev lie down upon the ground, and

fiecp between the fire and the fence : but when they hap-

pen tr> be benighted where no wood can be obtained,

i they are obliged to lie down under the fnow, as is prac-

tiled in Siberia and fume other countries ; and by this

means they are in n great nieafure (hcltcrcd from the

iharpnefs of the piercing air.

I As York-lort is iituated on the weft coaft of Hudfon's-

\
bay, in th.' country, the manners of whofe inhabitants

i we have jult defcribe.l, and is conlidered as the molt va-

uable of the Hudfon's-bav Company's lettlement, w»

wild-geeic, and ducks. 'They generally boil their flclli,

and cat it by itfelf, dr'nking the water it r, boiled in,

wiiich they cftccm very wliolelome j and in the fame

nunncr tncy drcfs their filh.

Tncfe ignorant people have many amiable qiiilitirs :

they are influenced in their behaviour by a natural love

of reiSitude, that retrains them from all acts of vi.ik-ncc

and iiijullicc, as efteiStually as the mnit ngopnis I iws.

The chiefs of every fmiily, or tribe, who aic ;.;eii(ra!ly

chofcn from among the molt ancient of the p.ople,

ufually for their ikill in hiintinif,theirc.\..'erieii(.e in trade,

and their valour in the wars, in which tlu'v Irinn.-ntly

enja'e, direct thofe who ivlide vviili them in their dif-

ferent employments ; hut their advice is raihor i>Il.iwed

through deference and refpect than any compullive obli-

ijjti'in.

ftiall here give a de(cription of it. It is fe.i'ed on the

fouthern branch of fort Nelfon-river, called Hiys's-

river, within five miles of its fall into the fea, in the

latitude of fifty- feven degrees twenty minuter, and in ^y
the ninety-third degree fifty-eight niiiuites welt longitude. ,^^

Thev have, however, fome cuftoms wliirh muft appear I 'This fort and factory is in a clear fpace, furrounded on

icry whimfical, and others that are extremely cruel. It

ii cllcemed a great offen'.:e for a woman to ftride over the

Up of a man when he lits on the gi'uind, and thev

even think it beneath tlrom to drink out ot the fame vef-

!el with their wives. Tiiey have anotlur cultom that

niuii appe.ir (hocking to every humane mind , and in v. liich

they are in fome incafure imitated by the Hott-ntrits.

'The latter, as hath been mentioned in treating of Cali-

(oriii:i, expofe their parents, when labjuring under the

iiilirniities of old age, to pcrdh with hunger, or to be ile-

v'lured by wild bealts, and thefe wretches llrangle tlv irs

;

lot vihcn their parents grow fo old as to be un.ible to

lipport themielves by tiicir ov,-n labour, they require

;heir ch.ldren to (Irangle them, and their performing it

is cllcemcd an idl of dutv. 'Tnis is done in the following

three fides by th'.- woods, with an op.'u (r.nit to tl.c

water. 'The fort is a fqiiare builJ.n;', flanked with foer

finall ballioiH, all of thjin covered, and at prefent con-

verted either into lodging or (tore- rooms. There aie

throe (in.ill |)atteraioes placed o\\ each of the curtiiiis;

the whole is p.difaJoed : a battery of pietty large guns

commands the river, and a Iniall htealt-work ot uurf >
thioivn up bv w.iy of deteiicc of the batteiy ; but eveii

in time of war the luimhcr ol people who refidc ih.-re

amnunt to no mure than benvecn thirty and lortv. On
the (oiith-ea(t of the fort is a dock for rebuilding or re-

pairiiiij floops or boats, be ween whicti and the battery

is a piece of lanil called The Plantation, where the in-

dijiis who come to the- tacinry pitch their tents ; and

there ate generally one or two tents of (dd infirm Indians,

tr.arncr : the old perfon's grave being dii!;, he goes into i both men and women, who a.e maintained by the fadt'

a, und after having converied and fmokcd a pipe, or per-

haps drank a dram or two with his children, he inf'orm.;

:'.i'iii that he is ready ; upon which two of them put a

tnung about f.is neck, then (>ne (tan 'ing on one fide, md
t.u ether oppofitc to him, pull violently till he has expired;

.;6

from which this place is (eparated by two rows of hitU

p:ilif.uloes : between thefe aie lloiehoules, the kit-

chen, and fome wo;k-(!uips low built \ and within the

inner paliladoes are fmall (pots ((jwcd with turnips,

colworts, fallad;, and o'.her garden (tuff, But however
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