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of tholiosi)it,iils for ii tiiiR'bcf'ire pivsoiitiiiji' himself attlioCol-

W"^v of Siirj,'coii.s or tin? A|)otlR'ciiry'.s Hall. Kcuts wfiil, to

the, lit that lime, I'liited lloHpitiils of (iiiy's uiul St.. 'J'iiomiis,

where he studied during tho sessions of 1814-15 iind 1H15-If5.

lie beoiime a dresser tit (luy's in the latter year under Mr.

liiu'a.s, and on .Inly VT), ISK!, he passed the Ajjothecary's ihiil.

The details of Keats' life as a nieilical student are very scanty.

In after years one or two of his fellow-students placed on

record their impressions of him. He doesn't seem to liave

been a very brilliant student. Poetry rather than snrf,n'ry

was followed as a vocation; one of liis fellow-students says,

"all other pursuits wore to his mind mean and tame." Yet
ho acipiired some degree of technical skill, and performed

with credit the miiu)r operations winch fell to the hand
of a dresser. lie must have been a fairly diligent student to

havf obtained even the minimum ((ualilications of the "Hall"
before the completion of his twenty-tirst year. In the Bio-

(jntphiral History of Guy's Hospital Dr. Wilks states that Sir

Astley Cooper took a special interest in Keats.

What attraction could the career of an apothecary offer to a

man already much "travelled in the realms of gold,'' and who
was capable at twenty of writing such a sonnet as that on
Chapman's Homer':' So far as wc know he never ])racticed or

made any etTort to get established; and in 1817 he abandoned
the profession, apparently not without ojjpositiou. In u letter

to his friend Brown, dated September 23d, 1819, he says, " In

uo period of my life have I acted with any self-will but in

throwing uj) the apothecary profession."

During the next four years he led, to use his own words, "a
fitful life, here and there, no anchor." While a student he

had made friends in a literary circle, of which Leigh Hunt
and Haydon, the artist, were members, and he had a number
of intimates—Brown, Taylor, Bailey, Dilke, and others

—

among the coming men in art and science. From his letters

to them, to his brother George (who had emigrated with his

wife to America), and to his sister Fauuy, we glean glimpses


