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ROUaH AND SMOOTH.

" Beechworth has iinT)roTed very much since your stay

here. It now boasts o? six hotels, several largo stores, look-

ing like well fitted-up sjc-jd. A V/'esleyan chapel, a school

and an assemhly-roo'a c--) r. r'0':igst its r-'ibiio fcv.iidrigs
;

while the new post-onice is r, Gr-?.'3picn.oi:3 object fov -^.("mira-

tion. A local press has also bt ?r». e?tr.biished, and I send

you the ^xvst number of cir* O??'??? '™'^'/ Murray Ac-jertiaer,

e(b'tcd by our enternri"'g friend ITJ.cjn. * ''' * Several

small gohl-fields h; . oeen disco-'ero'-i;, br.c none to rival the

old place. '*' * It is gratifying to cl serve tliat the ma-

jority of tbe miners now ^rect substar .'"I wooden huts, as

if intending to remain for years. I mcr.ticn a g*op,t many

of thoso little trifles, because I believe yc:; to be very ranch

interested in everything that relates to Beec>.7rorth. * *

" Politically, the colony has tvidergone gr3at c!ifi.nges. * *

I don't thbk I mentioned that oar gaol has teen at last

completed, and a stcckrde erecto?! round it. Hsrgeant

Quirk is the gaoler. lis hp-s his wile rr d s'ster h?i"3. Your

man Frederick I know nothirg of, save that he left Beech-

worth imiretliately after your depr.r'ji'.re.

" Dr. C'raw:"erd hao jnst returned f;cm ED^^land, ^7^'.\'. ^e he

has been since ycv. left, having bo?n rooaHad !:/ t'c Ad-

miralty. Ho has now settled at BeecliTcrth for pri-^cite

practice, to the great daniage of cur District 'BT^gaoD. cdics

Assirtant-C'olcn'al. The Iic3n33 fee is dooned, end I fear

the entire Goid Commisc'on v:ill fall to riii:.''^. The Hoi.se

have connned the Government to £1,300,000 for E?Iaries for

the ens-j.ing year, ar'Jl the si.m Irst year war. cvi*,oCO,(X)0, so

a ccrresponding red^iction must take place in the nivjsbers in

each denartncnt. Melbourne is iu a wretched Bt?M. Everv

trade is dull; bankruptcy is the natural conseqi^ence. Few

are able to brave tho stagnation in trad 3. Just fancy per-


