
THE HON. SIR ALBERT JAMES SMITH. 219

nected with that line of road, the proposed

construction of which had given rise to

much negotiation and debate. A time was

at hand, however, when all other questions

were to give way to the one great question

of Confederation. Mr. Smith opposed the

scheme of the Quebec Conference with great

energy, and on a dissolution taking place, in

order to submit th i proposition to the people,

he addressed meetings in various parts of

the country with considerable effect. The

anti-Confederates triumphed at the polls,

and the Government, which was favourable

to Confederation, resigned, Mr. Smith being

called upon to form a new Administration.

This duty he discharged, and himself as-

sumed the office of Attorney-General, which

position he held about a year, when he re-

tired, and his official career in connection

with the affairs of New Brunswick termi-

nated. In 18G5 he went on a second public

mission to England, his associate being the

present Chief Justice Allen. In 186G he

was also a delegate to Washington, in con-

junction with Messrs. Gait, Howland, and

Henry, for the purpose of obtaining a le-

newal of reciprocity with the United States.

The mission was a fruitless one, owing to

the excessive demands made on behalf of

the United States. During the same year

Mr. Smith was offered the position of Chief

Justice of New Brunswick, but did not see

fit to accept it.

Mr. Smith, ever since his first entry into

public life, had represented his native county

of Westmoreland in the Local Assembly.

Confederation having been accomplished, he

now offered himself to his old constituents

as a candidate for the Dominion House of

Commons. He was elected by a lai'ge ma-

jority, and has sat in tiio House of Commons
for Westmoreland ever since. We may an-

ticipate the course of events for a moment
to brietiy chronicle the fact that at the last

general election, held on the 17th of Septem-

ber, 1878, he was returned by his coastitu-

ents for the fourteenth time consecutively.

On four ooiasions he has been returned by

acclamation, and he has never sustained de-

feat. It is believed that his hold upon the

sympathies of the electors is as strong at

the present time as it has ever been, and

that no candidate whatever could oppose

him in Westmoreland with any prospect of

success. His opponent at the last election

was Mr. R. A. Chapman, upon whose behalf

1,[>28 voces were polled, as against 2,572 for

Sir Albert.

During his career in the Local Assembly

of New Brunswick, Mr, Smith was always

distinguished as a Liberal. On entering the

House of Commons, however, he came un-

pledged to either Party, and acted, until he

took office in 1873, as a strictly independent

member. The fact that he frequently voted

with the Conservatives led to his antecedents

being occasionally overlooked. When the

Pacific scandal disclosures took place in 1873

Mr. Smith withdrew his confidence from the

then-existing Government; and on their

resignation taking place, Mr. Smith's politi-

cal record marked him out as one of the two

most fitting representatives of New Bruns-

wick in the Cabinet formed by Mr. Mackenzie

on the 7th of November following. He was

sworn of the Privy Council, and he accepted

the position of Minister of Marine and Fish-

eries. He continued at the head of that de-

partment during the five years' tenure of

office of that Administration. While hold-

ing office he introduced and successfully

carried through the House some important

legislation respecting the Merchant Ship-

ping Act. He was also the author of an

amendment to the Deck Loads Act, whare-

by cattle are permitted to be carried as

a deck-load, notwithstanding the provi-

sions to the contrary contained in the Stat-

ute, 36 Victoria, chapter 56. Ke proved

a very efficient Minister, and was highly

esteemed by his colleagues. His affability

of manner and readiness at all times to moet,


