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read to the House of Oommoas by himself, or some other member h*
may select.

"J. COOPER ANTLIPP,D.D.,
''President of the Montreal Protestant Assoeiation.

"WM. sairTH,
" Sicretary-Treasurer."

This is the commauication, Sir, of the Protestant Miois*

terial AsBOciation of Montreal, duly signed by its ofElcers.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have bat few words to say in con-

clusion. I wish. Sir, to refer to a statement made by my
hon. friend the member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills), that if

ministers would preach the gospel instead of preaching
politics, it would be very much more in the line of their

duty, and more conducive to the public interests. I have
heard this charge brought against ministers before—the
charge of preaching politics. I remember, Sir, in the
great struggle in the United States, when the life of
the nation was at stake, and when the slave power
was making gigantic efforts to strangle liberty in that
country, that the ministers cf the country who stiood up in

defence of righteousness and right, were accused of preach-
ing politics, one of the charges brought against them was
that they were stepping outside of their legitim ate province.

When they were preaching opposition to slavery and exhort-

ing men to patriotism, whether they wore preaching politics

or not, they were performing a good work. I hold that, in

every emergency, when the liberties of a country are at

stake, the minister is a dumb dog who does not raise his

voice, warning his fellow citizens, and seeking by every
influence he posse(>6os to promote the right and combat the
-wrong; and if ministers in this country today see it to be
their duty to warn the country of dangers impending, to
warn it of the crisis threatened to be precipitated upon it,

I say let them do so ; if they do not do so, they are recreant

to their trust and duly.

Sir, I conclude whatl|have to say to-night by asserting

that I believe this Jesuits' Estates Act is an unconstitutional

Act, because the society is under the ban of British law ; I
believe further that it is an unconstitutional Act by reason
of the reference contained in the Bill to His Holiness the
Pope ; I believe further that it is unconstitutional by reason
of the diversion of school funds in the Province of Quebec
from their legitimate and proper purpose. And in addition

to these three counts of unconstitutionality, I believe that
upon the highest grounds of public interest and public good,
npon the ground of due consideration of the public weal,

present and future, in this Dominion, that this Act should

have been disallowed in conformity with the power pos-

sessed by the Government of this country.
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