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tells U8 that when travelling in the north of Europe he
at one time was taking a bath at his hotel. As he
came out of it he saw a friend in the room, who at that

time had died in India. He says he became insensible

immediately afterwards. This apparition was doubtless

the premonition of a fit. His lordship would not have
agreed to have the rule of incapacity applied to himself

on account of this hallucination. Lincoln had many
delusions, so say his biographers. Sir Walter Scott

was not exempt from them, when he was in the zenith

of intellectual vigor. Dr. Johnson heard his dead

mother calling out "Samuel." Lord Castlereagh, the

brilliant but corrupt statesman, often saw a beautiful

child in his chimney corner. Goethe also positively

asserts "that on one occasion he saw distinctly his own
double "—or himself outside of himself. General Rapp
tells us that Bonaparte saw a star of great brilliancy

above his head. Napoleon said : "It has never aban-

doned ; I see it on all great occasions ; it orders me to

go forward; and it is a constant sign of good fortune."

Malebranch, Descartes, Luther, Wesley. Knox, Pascal,

Loyola, and many of the most remarkable men of the

past ages were the victims of all kinds of delusions and

illusions. Yet, these children of genius could not be

properly calied lunatics, even if genius be said to be

nearly allied to madness. There is no doubt, in my own
mind, that all such deceptions of the intellect or senses

often exist without mental aberration being present of

sufficient intensity to invalidate a will.

"At the same time in the consideration of every case

imbecility, delusions, monomania, or hallucinations, in-

toxication, lucid intervals, undue influence or fraud, and

presumptions arising from the character of the act

itself, the age of the testator, and such bodily infirmi-

ties as deafness, dumbness or blindness," must be well


