secure and our national strength will not inerease. Moreover,
the resources of wealth are congregated in North Manchuria.
If we do not have the right of way there, it is obvious that we
shall not be able to tap the riches of this country. Even the
resources of South Manchuria which we won by the Russo-
Japanese War will also be greatly restricted by the Nine Power
Treaty. The result is that while our people cannot migrate
into Manchuria as they please, the Chinese are flowing in as a
flood. Hordes of them move into the Three Eastern Provinces
every year, numbering in the neighbourhood of several millions.
They have jeopardized our acquired rights in Manchuria and
Mongolia to such an extent that our annual surplus population
of eight hundred thousand have no place to seek outlet. In
view of this we have to admit our failure in trying to effect a
balance between our population and food supply. If we do not
devise plans to check the influx of Chinese immigrants im-
mediately, in five years’ time the number of Chinese will excced
6,000,000. Then we shall be confronted with greater difficulties
in Manchuria and Mongolia.

It will be recalled that when the Nine Power Treaty which
restricted our movements in Manchuria and Mongolia was
signed, public opinion was greatly aroused. The late Em-
peror Taisho called a conference of Yamagata and other high
. officers of the army and the navy to find a way to counteract
this new engagement. I was sent to Europe and America to
ascertain secretly the attitude of the important statesmen
toward it. They were all agreed that the Nine Power Treaty
was initiated by the United States. The other Powers which
signed it were willing to see our influence increase in Man-
churia and Mongolia in order that we may protect the interests
of international trade and investment. This attitude I found
out personally from the political leaders of England, France
and Italy. The sincerity of these expressions could be depend-
ed upon. Unfortunately just as we were ready to carry out our
policy and declare void the Nine Power Treaty with the ap-
proval of thosq whom I met on my trip, the Seiyukai cabinet
suddenly fell and our policy failed of fruition, It was indeed
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