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Address. 13
cities has become oppressively burden-
some to all classes. I do not purpose upon
this occasion to particularize the numerous
instances of wasteful expenditure by the
present Government, which, I am sure,
have been sufficiently dwelt upon, by a
portion of the Press. No matter what
Governments profess, they seem to be
carried away by the pressure and influence
of their supporters and friends, to enter
upon expenditures which no man can
approve. The public debt has thus been
unduly increased, while the commerce of
the country and the taxpaying power
have not increased in the same ratio. I
am of the number who hold that the
stagnation or depression, which we now
experience, might have been greatly
alleviated by a more statesmanlike policy
upon the part of our Government. I
cannot understand any enlightened man

y | at the present day applying abstract

theories of political science to a country
of only four millions, lying alongside the
great Republic with its forty millions,
mairtaining an extreme Protective Policy,
which amounts to almost entire exclusion
of everything which we manufacture.
What justice or reciprocity is there in
that? I freely confess that I am of the
number who think that we should hold
our own markets for our Canadian peo-
ple, and that we need not be afraid, but
that the competition amongst our own
manufacturers in every branch of trade
will be such as to bring down prices to
the consumer. With such means of
education and training, and so much
enterprise as our citizens possess, we need
be afraid of no monopolies enduring for
any period. If we desire to see the
Dominion hold its own and prosper, we
must bring to the front our ablest public
men, whatever party they may belong
to, The interests of the country must
stand above the interests of party.
We want the blessing of a more frugal
and able administration of our affairs.
‘Wo must have a more judicious expendi-
ture of the public moneys. We must en-
deavour to throw in a large additional
population into Manitoba, by securing to
them at the earliest moment, railway con-
neetion with the markets of the world.
We ought to make the lands in the North-
wast tributary to the carrying out of that
object, upon the principle adopted by the
Western States—that we ought to be



