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eight people. I started to read my newspaper.
Shortly before the train pulled out, seven men
came into the compartment. The train
started, and these men began talking in Ttalian,
so I could not understand anything they said.
Finally I noticed particularly one man across
from me. He spoke to the man next to me
and they exchanged places; and this gentleman
said to me in very good English, “You are an
American?” I said, “No, I am a Canadian.”
“What part of Canada do you come from?”
I said, “Saskatchewan.” He said, “Out where
the wheat grows?” 1 said, “Yes.” “Well”, he
said, “that is a peculiar coincidence. These
seven men who are with me here in the car
are all wheat merchants from Genoa. We
have been in Milan for a conference.” Then
he said to me, “Don’t you think we are all
a little crazy?” I said, “I don’t know, maybe
we are; but why do you say so?” “Well,” he
said, “you come from a wheat country and I
understand you grow wheat?” T said, “Yes.”
He said, “We are all wheat merchants here.
We used to import from your country twenty-
five million bushels of wheat through the port
of Genoa. To-day we import nothing. We
are unable to buy your wheat and you are
unable to sell your wheat. We over here feel
that you are the same as Americans.” And
he said, “The United States placed tariffs
against our country on many of the things we
used to sell them, and therefore our country
placed tariffs against the thipngs which you
used to sell us. Now you find yourself unable
to sell any of your grain and we cannot buy
any of it, and you know what our bread is
like in TItaly now.” There is an example of
the consequences of one country placing a
tariff against another.

I travelled from there to England, a eountry
which for eighty-five years had had free trade
and had become under free trade the greatest
trading nation in the world. Largely the cause
of its prosperity was free trade. Great Britain
exported the greatest amount of products per
head of population of any country in the world.
Yet she produced very few raw materials; she
had to import them from all over the world,
process them and then export them. She was
selling to the protected countries of the world.
The wage scale in England was higher than in
any of the neighbouring European countries,
while she had free trade and they had protec-
tion. Her social services were much greater
than those of any other country in that part
of the world, while she maintained much more
of her own market than did any protected
country in Europe at that time. She was the
great carrier of the trade of other countries,
receiving tremendous returns from the carry-
ing trade of her ships, from the insurance she

placed upon cargoes, and from the financing
of her trade with other countries. At that
time an election had been held in England,
and the Conservative party had come into
power and were bringing in a tariff for the first
time in eighty-five years. Their story was
that England had more men unemployed than
previously, that business was not as good as it
had been, and they blamed these conditions
on her free trade policy. But that was not
the reason; for the protected countries had
suffered far more from trade depression than
England had, and the fact that they had
ceased to trade with one another deprived
England of many millions of pounds because
she could not carry their imports and exports;
she could not finance cargoes or get insurance
on their trade. 5

I had the great privilege while in England
of going to the House of Lords and hearing
the late Viscount Snowden speak on the tariff
bill. The report of his speech is in the parlia-
mentary debates of the House of Lords,
September 8, 1931 to March 24, 1932, which
will be found in the library, and I would
commend to every hon. member a reading of
it. It is too bad that hon. members could not
have heard him. He was a little man, and
crippled; when he rose to speak he had to walk
with the aid of two canes to the clerk’s desk
in the centre of the chamber and put both
hands on it. He made one of the finest
speeches I have ever heard. It was not inter-
rupted by anyone. I happened to remark to
a British member of parliament who was
standing alongside of me at the bar of the
house that I did not notice anybody inter-
rupting Viscount Snowden. He said to me,
“A man does not generally stir up a beehive”;
and I guess that was the explanation. He was
a great speaker; he had all his facts and
figures—and they are in the report—which
absolutely prove the case for free trade so far
as Great Britain is concerned.

Canada is vitally interested in trade, and it
will be more interested after this war than
ever before in her history. During the war
we have developed our agricultural production
over fifty per cent; we have also developed
our lumbering, our mining, our fishing and our
manufacturing to the point where we must
have outside markets or we cannot carry on.
As a matter of fact we shall be very much
interested in every conference which takes
place in order that during the short period
after the war, when rehabilitation is taking
place in other countries, we can make arrange-
ments, if necessary giving credits, for the
promotion of our trade so that this great
production may be maintained and the re-
sultant wages amongst our people kept



