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Hudson Bay Railway

of wool each year of an exceptionally high
grade.

The Dominion Lands Act of 1882 provîded for
the building of this road by private enterprise,
the cost to be defrayed by land grants. In
1908 an amendment to the Lands Act prd-
vided for a grant of 6,800 acres per mile to the
Saskatchewan river and 12,800 acres per mile
for the balance of 2,523,008 acres were given
to the Winnipeg. and Great Northern railway
ior construction work to the river.

Some time ago 1 put a question on the
ord'er paper regarding this and the answer
appeared in Han.sard of February 15. It is as
follows:

Mr. Campbell:
1. What is the total nuniber of acres of land sold

as authorized by statute of 1908 for the purpose of
Hudson bay railway construction?

2. What je the total arnount for which this land
bas heem sold?

3. How rnany acres of land are stili held in west-
ern Canada on account of the above legisiation?

Hon. Mr. Stewart:
1. There was no specific authority under the Domin-

ion Lands Act, 1908, for the sale of land for the pur-
pose of Hudson bay railway construction, but pre-
emptions and purchased homesteada were sold under
the provisions of the said act as follow:-

2. Total acreage of pre-emptions and purchased
hornesteads sold under the statute of 1908-8,050,720
ieres approxiniate. Total amount for which pre-emp-
tions and purchased homesteada have been sold $24,
152,160, approximate.

The minister was quite right in statîng that
the act itself does not specifically provide for
the sale of land for the purpose of the Hudson
Bay railway construction. But I submit that
this was the distinct and specîfic object in the
passing of this act. If hion. gentlemen have
doubts about the matter 1 would refer them
to Hansard of June 23, 1908. I will not
weary the flouse with long quotations, but at
page 1153 they will find the following from a
speech of the Hon. Mr. Frank Oliver.

We propose to allow the purchase by actual settiers,
on settiemnent conditions, of say 5,000,000 acres of land,
realizing thereby, out of a fixed and moderate price
per acre, sufficient money to meet the requirements of
the govermnent in respect of the railway.

I note on that particular occasion the Hon.
R. L. Borden made the following observa-
tions:

Even if we do not sell an acre of that land, or no
niatter how rnurh we selI within the next four or five
years, the Hudson bay railway proi ,ct stands by
itself cndorsed and approved by this House.

Further on hie said:
I trust and amn led to believe that the Hudson bay

rsdoway projeet will stili go on in the meantime and
without delay.

Mr. MEICHEN: What year was that?

Mr. CAMPBELL: In 1908, June 23rd.
Now, Sir, in viow of the fact that the rail-

[Mr. Campbell.]

way wvill have to be paid for out of the sale
of these lands and by the grain and cattie
to be produced by the men who purchased
these lands, I w'ant to say that we are flot
here to-day as humble suppliants asking this
parliament for favours; we are here demand-
ing our right. This railway is ours, and I
maintain that no other part of the Dominion
has contributed anything towards its building.
The grading has ail been done, the bridges
are ail in, and only 92 miles of steel romain
to ho laid to complote this road. The then
Minister of Railways when asked the ques-
tion in the year 1920 as to the estimated cost
of layi'ng this steel gave the figure of $1,750,-
000. But as material and labour costs have
dccrcascd sinco that time, I presume the work
could now bo done for.less. 1 understand of
course that a great deal of the road already
huilt has been allowed to faîl into disrepair,
and that a considorable amount of money will
be required to put it again into proper shape,
but the loast we cala expect is that this rail-
way should be completed to the bay and put
in running shape and local trafflc allowed to
develop-the traffic from flshing, mining and
lumbering industries. In that way we would
get a very f air chance to try out the project
and convince those who are still doubtful that
it is quite feasible.

I should like to observe that the townsite
at Fort Churchill has unfortunately been al-
lowed to pass into private hands. The town-
site at Port Nelson is still in the possession of
the government, and I trust that the hion. Min-
ister of the Interior (Mr. Stewart) wilI see
that it is retained until such time as it is
needed for actual use instead of being allowed
to pass into the hands of speculators.

The hion. member for Bonaventure (Mr.
Marcil) asked one hion. member on this side
of the flouse what would hecome of the Cana-
dian National Railways if the Hudson Bay
railway were completed and in operation.
Now, Sir, that question carried with it the im-
plication that the scheme was feasible, and 1
was almost pleased to hoar the hion, gentle-
man make the inquiry. It appears to me
that those opposing this proj oct are divided
into two classes: those who think it is foasible
and oppose it because it is feasible-I do not
imply of course that the hion. membor for
Bonaventure is opposing the resolution; hie
did not say so-and those who, perhaps hion-
estly, think the pro.ject is not feasible.

In going over the estimates that we have
bcen dealing with rccently perhaps I may be
allowed to observe, without appearing sec-
tional in any way, that after carefully ohim-


