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the Secretary of State will find that our
elections in the West are going to get into
a terrible mess if there are one or two
thousand votes-and I venture to say that
that will occur-which will have to cerme
before the judge for trial. Imagine the
exanination of several hundreds of people,
evon in a judicial matter, with other wit-
nosses possibly coming in.

Mr. MEIGHEN: The hon. gentleman bas
forgotten, or possibly bas not observed, the
conditons under which a ballot can be tied.
First, the enumerator must have refused a
man the right to vote. Now those cases
would net be rnany.

My bon, friend feels that there may be a
grea many challenged ballots, but there is
a great check which never was used in the
provincial contest. The agent rnust take an
oath that he bas grounds for believing, and
dces believe, that the man appearing to
vote has not the right to do so, and he
must swear to the reasons for so believing.
Of course, lie nmay take oath lightly, and
there are soen who will, and there would
then be a nuinibor of tied ballots; but I do
net think the election will be in a " mess "
on that account. It would hurt the can-
didate if they tied too many ballots. In
any event, supposing they did, it simply
mcans there will be sone delay until it is
decided. In this contest, in war time, there
is bound toe Umany a delay before we know
who is elected, because ithe .soldiers' votes
coant will net be here for nany days after.
I appreliend that in this coning contest
many a one will not know whether he is
elected or net for nany days after the elec-
tien. This is unfortunate, but it is true.

Mr. McCRANEY: I think this is going to
be an uncertain election for probably a
month after election day. We will not know
absolutely who is elected, and who is not,
for perhaps that length of time after the
polling day. My recollection is that in the
electien in the city of Prince Albert in 1905,
there were over 300 tied ballots.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Thera was no check,
though.

Mr. McCRANEY: Not of this character.
I do not know that the objection is removed
very mach, because I think if yen post up
i list and perhaps only ten days before the
polling day you have sevcral hundred
names -

Mr. MEIGHEN: Just 300; that is the
muaximum.

[Mr. MoCraney.]

Mr. McCRANEY: My hon. friend says
" just 300," but in some places you will have
500, because you are going to take the
township as your unit, or something like
that, and you will find it necessary to have
polling places where the-e will be only half
a dozen. It is just as easy to take 300 votes
i- one ballot box, as to take 200, if iit is a
convenient place for voting. You will have
some polling places in which there will be
a very large number of ballots in one box,
and in which there must be a tremendous
amount of information obtained. I have
spoken te the minister with regard to regis-
tration in cities, and lie expressed the
view a few moments ago that it is desirable
to have as much finality as possible. Will
he tell nie whether he has given considera-
tion to the proposai to have a registration
which will be complete with all proper ap-
pcals taking place in our cities. Because
it is there the great difficulty over this tied
ballot will cone. There will be more chal-
lengs and so on on account of lack of in-
formation, whereas if the applicants for
registration have to take the oath before
they corne on, it is a very simple matter.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: Of course, in Ontario
cities is done. The provincial authorities
have a regular board on w hich sits a judge
to do this work, and wo sinply have to
adopt the nachinery.

Mr. GRAIAM: That is the rogistration.

Mr. MEIGHEN: It is called that. It is
really enuneration. In the west, there is
ne such miachinery. We would have to re-
erect the nachinery and would have te
constitute the whole board. We would
have te apply the law to suit the tinies and
conditions. I think we would be obliged
to have something different in eait prov-
ince. In British Columbia for instance,
there is machinery for revision, but it is
revision by a provincial officer. Of course
it would net do to accept that. In Alberta,
there is no nachinery at all, neither is
there in Saskatchewan. I think there is
sene new machinery in Manitoba, created
by a later Act, I am not just sure what it
is. It would h much more difficult te do
it in the western provinces. I thouglit of
trying to have something in the western
provinces similar to what there is in
Ontario, but it did not lend itself to the
application of that prixiciple nearly so well
as it suits Ontario, and we shall use al]
our means to try to get it in the western
provinces as we have it, and trust to the
check to safeguard it, and provide for the


