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maorning I Ieft for muy home ia Halifax for
that reason and thiat reason atone, expecting
to return to Ottawa by noon of the follow-
laq Tuesday. As I have already mentioned
la tbis House, I did flot reach Halifax on1
Friday eveniug owing to the 5110w blockade,
but I reached thiere on Monday evening,
more tbali seventy-two hours lafe. 1 left
Halifax on Wednesday moraing and arrived
at Ottawa on Thursday evening. I think if
is due to myseif to make this explanation,
because I do flot think that In my public
life 1 bave usually been found wanting ln
my attendance on parliament ; for do I
thlnk that anytbing bas been displayed in
my public career wbich would lead any
journalist of even the most suspicious type
t0 suppose that I would bave gone f0 Hall-
fax ou this particular occasion If It had flot
been absolutely necessary, in my judgment,
that I should do so. I apologize to you, Mr.
Speaker, and to the House for hiaving been
compelled in self defence to înflict thîs state-
ment of plrivate aad personal affairs upou
the House. aud I know that under the cir-
cumstances the House wiIl pardon me for
dolng so.

There is one other matter whicb I forgot
to mention. On the introduction of this Bill
I brought to the attention of the governmenf
the faef thaf a number of returns which had
been moved for had flot yet been brought
down. I also pointed out that there was
certain information wvbich I tbought would
be necessary for tbe intelligent discussion
of the questions that are to be coasidered la
the House, and that it should be brought
down In a shape to be readily available to
levery memnber of the House.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. 3Mr. Speaker,
1 thlak I voice the feeling of the House
whea 1 say f0 my hon. friend that no
apology was needed frorn hlmi as to bis
absence from the House. Unfortuaely, we
are ai victims of tbe press, and if we were
to take very seriously everything tbat is
said of us, our repose would be considerably
affecfed. But I think we an make allow-
ance for the newspnper men la their desire
f0 give the latest aews. Everybody knows
the painful circumstances under which my
boa. friead had f0 leave this House, and no
on1e, I can assure hlm, speaking for this
side, had aay suspicion that his absence was
due 'to any other cause than domestic afflic-
tion. With regard fo tbe main question
whlcb nîy hon. friead bas put to me, I do
flot agree with hlm as to the constitutional
practice. I admit that la Canada tbe dis-
cussion generally takes place on the second
readlng of a Bill. This is so la Englaad
aso ; but my hon. frlead is aware tliat in
England every important measure, I do not
eay lnvariably, but as a rule, is explained
by the minister la charge of tbe Bill upon
ifs preseafation for the firsf readîng. There-
upon the matter Is lef t for some tîme for
the deliberation of the House and the

country. This practice I have followed on
this occasion, and 1 believe yet that it is
the best method. The government have ex-
plnined their policy, and have left if f0 the
judgmeat of the Huse and the country.
If the Bill were to be presented wltbout any
explanation, the country would be without
the real reasoas which prompted the gov-
erament la iatroducing if. If the first read-
ing were f0 be followed immediately by a
discussion, I think the bouse, especially the
opposition, would be taken af a dlsadvant-
age, and tbe goverament might be charged
witb sharp practîce ; but if the Bill is left
for a reasonable time affer beiag introduc-
ed, the opposition bave an opportuaity f0
prepare and explain their views upon if. I
stili thiak thîs is the best policy thiat eau be
followed.

My bon. friend bas asked me if it was
the intention of fthe government f0 introduce
changes into tbis Bill. I have only f0 reply
that it is opea f0 the party wbo introduces
a Bill f0 change if af ail times. I have seen
fewv Buis introduced into this bouse or any
deliberative assembly wbicb have gone
through the third readiag without being
conisiderably amended, and the more im-
portant the Bill the more likely is if to be
amended. Even Buis of a very minor im-
pcrtance are very offen ameaded so as to
lie hardly recognizable when fhey leave the
committee. Wbetber or not any changes
shahl be made will be kaown ns the Bill
goes through ifs varions stages ; and if
aay shonld be made, they ýshahl be made la
fbe ordinary course. With regard f0 the
information asked for by my hon, friend, I
sball endeavour f0 comply with bis requesf.

Mr. FOSTER. Lt seenis f0 me that la ad-
dition f0 the information already asked,
!L would lie advisable thaf a definite sum-
nmary be furnishied of tbe differeaf changes,
dating from coafederation, la tlie financial
ferms whlch have faken place f0 the bene-
fi t of the provinces. There bas been legis-
lation in various years, adding f0 fhe pro-
vincial subsidies. if a concise memo. could
be made of all these changes wifb reference
f0o eacb of the provinces, sbowing the addi-
tions that eacb one lias received fo ifs sub-
sidy and matters of thaf kind, thaf would
hellp us very mucli when we coma f0 discuss
the financial clauses of tbis measure.

Mr. FIELDING. I agree with my lion.
friend thaf a memo. of thaf character woutd
be useful, and sball endeavour f0 have if
îproduced before the second readlng of the
B3ill is proceeded witb.

bon. PETER WHITE. Tt -would be de-
sirable that in the case of a long speech sncb
as thaf whîch was delivered by the right
hon. the leader of the goverament when intro-
ducing this Blill, a copy of the Bill should be
(1150 at fhe fime, before the House. If would
lie well bereaffer thaf members of the

2045 -2016


