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Revenue Department, ths lighthouse service, on

the Government railroads, in the Crown lands:that

cffice, or the local public works and mines.

These are the persons who are enumer-
ated and all these are disqualified.

Mr. RUSSELL. From what ?
Mr. FOSTER. From going upon the list.
Mr. RUSSELL. Not at all.

Mr. FOSTER. Then, they are disqualified
from voting.

Mr. RUSSELL. Yes, in the local elections
In Nova Scotia.

Mr. FOSTER. Now, If they are disquali-
fied from voting, can they go on the 1list ?

3Mr. RUSSELL. They must go on the
list.

Mr. FOSTER. Why must/they go on the
Bist ?

Mr. RUSSELL.
them cn the list.

Mr. FOSTER. The law puts them on the
list then, and the law explicitly states that
they are disgualified from voting.

Mr. RUSSELL. Exactly.

Mr. FOSTER. Is that the kind of law
you have In Nova Scotia?

Mr. RUSSELL. Yes, that I1s exactly the
kind of law we have.

Mr. FOSTER. Then it is worse than I
thought it was. It is an immoral law ; it
is a cheat; it is 2 fraud. The hon. gentie-
man (Mr. Russell) says that they have a law
in Nova Scotia which In the first place de-
clares that certaln men are disquallfied to
vote, and in the second place puts them
upon the list as if to tell them that they
can vote. Does my hon. friend (Mr. Russell)
think that that {s an honest law ?

Mr. RUSSELL. Have you not many men
on your lists who cannot vote, if challenged?

Mr. FLINT. Wil my hon. friend (Mr.
Foster) allow me ?

Mr. FOSTER. No. I cannot be inter-
rupted any longer. I will have the whole
horde interrupting me 1f I gilow it to con-
tinue. The pertinacious member from
Halifax (Mr. Russell) 1s all I can get along
with. He {3 up on his feet every two or
three wminutes, and as he knows something
of what he is talking about as a rule, I will
take his imterruptions as best I can. So
much with reference to Nova Scotla. The
contention of the bon. gentleman (Mr. Rus-
sell) s that disqualifie@ men can get upon
the list, and iIf that be so there is something
very wrong with the machinery, and if they
do get upon the list when they come to vote
they cannot vote, for If there are sharp men
at the poll they will chiallenge that vote.
And there will be sharp mem at the poll
wha%wm chsllenge that vote; party

1

Because the law puts

}men on both sides are there for
purpocse and they will do it
; The absolute actual effect will be that at
rthe voting these men will be disquali-
'fied from voting. 'The oath will be put
i to them there, they will be objected to, and
.they will be umnable to vote. Now, Sir,
.we are on the same ground on these
‘terms. Therefore, I say the absolute effect
iIn the ultlmate resort will be this, that
iin Nova Scoiia that class of people can-
‘not vote for a Dominion representative, and
rare conseyuently disqualified entirely. We
"canuot but agree on this point, that under the
‘existing law they are-not quallfied to vote;
‘my hon. frlend will not deny that; so that
‘when this Bill becomes law, these gentle-
. men, thousands of them, who to-day are
iqualified to vote. will then be disqualified
lto vote. Now, I ask what right has my
'right bon. frlend or a majority of this
House to disfranchise thousands of the citi-
‘zens of this country, just as intelligent as
§we are who sit and vote in this House ?
‘I say that thls is a retrograde movement ;
+that it is unjust ; and although there may
Ebe the mechanical majority to force it
éthmugh the House, it does not lose one joiz
rof its Injustice or one shade of its retre-
‘grade character. My hon. friend the Soli--
citor Geperal saw that, and he sees it yet,
and In the ccurse of the afterncomn’s de-
bate he was quite willing to take that mait-
ter inte conslderation, with the view of
preserving the right of the intelligent white
‘voter who to-day in the differemt provinces
'has the franchlse, prizes 1t, considers it
a part of his citizenship, and will feel ag-
grieved if deprived of It I can go to
other provinces and show the same thing
to exlist there. My bhon. friend has saild
:that In the province of Quebec there are no
| persons to-day quailfied te vote on a pro-
vinclal franchise basis, who will be dis-
qualified if this Act is put through. I
de mnot think my hon. frilemnd is right in
that ; let us see. We find the list of dls-
qualifications in Quebec at present on page
6.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL.
speaking of Dominion officials.

Mr. FOSTER. I am speaking of voters.
Does my hon. friend rest his case simply
on Dominicn officials ? He does not deny
that people vote there to-day in a Dominion
electicn who would not be guallfied to vote
in a Dominion election if this Bill becomes
law.

THE SOLICITOR GENERAL. The em-
ployees of the local government are dis-
qualified under the local Act passed by the
hon. member for Montmorency (Mr. Cas-
graln) two years ago. Amonrg the Domin-
ion officlais there i3 not a single disgualifi-
catlon. :

Air. FOSTER. [ am not concerned as
to who passed the Act. Now, I have what
R
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