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ed the contract, you must see us through
or we will go out. Are these the free
conditisns under which the Government
eghounld admxinister the franchises and money
of this country ? And, Sir. the Crow’s
Nest Pass Railway, although an undertaking
which had been discussed, and the prin-
ciple of which was conceded, these gentle-
men opposite hurried to put it in com-
riencement and operation by giving nearly
twoe miilions more dollars than tke rcad
couid have been obtained for by the pre-
ceding Governinent, or cbtained by them
for that matter. They did this on the
childisk piea tbat they bad gotten from
the Canadian Psacific Rallwsy promises of
generai freight reductions, but before omne-
third of the line i3 graded, fovr business
reasons and business reasons alone, tbe Can-
adisn Pacific Railiway has made an almost
egqual cut of thelr rates over all the North-
west and through that great section of
countiry. Not a singie Government paper
ventured to say that anythicg else than
business considerations led to this reduc-
tion.

And, Sir, this other deal, the Yukon deal,
which is now facing the countiry, was spriang
upor the country, sprung upon Liberais &s
well as the Tories, sprung npon the country
one week previous to the assembling of the
people’s representatives, sprung upcn the
country after secret conference, when no
cie, not even the most inteliigent of our
peopie, knew that such a2 thing was in the
wind, except, of course, those who were
interested, or who the Government
wished to become interested. It came
before the country through the “ Globe,”
which the Governmeat took into (its
confidence, and through which it aent
forth its ;,,clicy. and now through the mem-
ber for Cen.re 'Toronte (Mr. Bertram), with
a gslight addition; and through the right
bon. gentleman {Sir Wilfrid Lasaurier), with
another addition, and & mmost unfortunate
cne, which was that after ali it was but
o temporary expedient. ‘The Government
came before tals Houose with these condi-
tions signed, seaied and delivered; the
Minister of Marine gnd Fiskeries (Sir Lonis
Davies) declaring ten days ago that one
condition of the contract was, that In
twenty-siz days, before this Parliament
‘could pogsibly debate, thoroughly discuss

and pess this measure, one part of that con-

tract was to be finfshed by Messrs. Marn
& HMackenzie, 8ir, these ave things whick may
wall canse Liberals who are not sitting in

Parliament, Liberale who are not aaking and
-‘ after that. He took s position of cppesiiion

looking for favours, Liberals who heve no
deaigns upon froat benchez w fgi positions ;
theae are things which may well make these
Idberals back in the country {and geod men
all this country throogh), ask themszelves :
Wiether or not we have come to the pass
fr our parliamentary bhistory whers the
Ministry take the franchises of the comn-
try and dispose of them =3 they will, In
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secret, and then rush them through Parlla-
ment by their majeority without affording
any opportunity for free and maniy discus-
sion. It is ro wonder that the * Favmer's
Sun ” feels that in this respect the promises
and pledges and past histery of the Liberal
party sre not being implemented by them
when they are in office.

Anra now, Sir, I come to ancther subject.
I am not going to put before my right
hon. friend his own pledgee made in the
city of Toronto, where he sabsolutely and
unconditionaily promised that if he got into
power ke would reduce the expenditure by
two or three millions at least. He has
made no effort te do this, but on the cen-
trary these expenditures have been kept
up to a larger amount than ever before. I
am not golag to take the thousand and
cne pledges on all the subjects which ke has
glven ; given lightiy without a thought per-
haps of their tendency and consaquences,
and when they are bvought to hig fgee,
treating them just &8 lightly as if here-
after it was to be a legend, a t{radition
only, that in Canada amoagst public men
pubiic fzith and public pledges were ap
honourable gunarantee that ought to be hon-
ourably borne and hopourably kept. I want
to proceed to my right hon. friend's posi-
tion in England on this preferential trade
businesg, and I must ask him to give me
his attention whilst I try to discuss the
question. The subject has been discussed, but
I propese to put the question to him again,
and ¥ propose {o put it sgain and again, and
I have no doubt that hon. gentlemen on
this side of the House wiil put it again
and sgain until we have some satistactory
explanation from the Government benches ;
or until we prove that the position taken
by the right hon. gentieman was highly de-
trimental to Canada, was unauthorized by
the people of Canada, and was such as
he, as the representative of this country,
should not have taken. This investigation
requires cloge attention, and ihe first peint
that I wish to mske fs as i¢c what was
the position of the right hon. gentieman
in Canada on preferential trade. His pos?-
tion was set forth im two speeches--one
made in London and the other mads o
Montreal. What he sald in London was
thias :

We would have for our goods & prefercnes
whdch would not be given to the goode of an-
other nation.

1 cafl attention to these words, for this par-
pese. My hon. friend teok another position

to any trade arrangemen: with Great Brl-
tain which would make it necessary for
Great Britain to become protectlonist to the
extent of putiing & discriininating duty upon
foreign lmporiz ; but when he was in Lon-
don, giving his policy to the elsctury, ke de-
clsred that fhe project of preferentizl tde
dié Inclule the necessity of Great Britaly



