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is that the large spotted seal om the
coast of Greenland ofien acquires a weight
of nearly a thousand pounds. Now, so far
as the size is concerned, I do not think it
at all effects the guestion.

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER. I re-
ferred to the size in econnection with the
capacity of the seals for consuming fish.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). I fancy that the
ordinary hair seal is quite as destructive as
the other seais.

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER. The
hon. gentleman is certainly misinformed.

Afr. MILLS (Bothwellj). I de rot find any
different opinion expressed in that respect.
The seal, when it catches a fish, I believe,
only devours a very small portion of it, and
passes on to others. The fur seal, whether
large or small, is equally destructive of the
tish upon which it subsists. I 4o wnot sup-
pose that if vou were to introduce the fur

~seal on the Atlantic coast, there would be
any appreciable diminution of the quan-
tity of fish caught in the Atlantic. Then,
with regard to the fur seal of the Pacific
coast, the Pribyloff and the Commander Is-
lands are not the only places in which this
animai is found ; fur seals are also found
about the Falkland Islapds. I have not
suggested that those on fhe Pacific coast
should be introduced, because that is a mat-
ter for consideration. It seems to me that
the seals from the very high latitudes in
the south might be better adapted to our
Atlantic waters than the seals taken from
the Pacific coast.

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER. The
hon. gentleman was referring to the tem-
perature of the IIudson’s Bay and the Priby-
loff Islands being the same, and for that
reason, 1 supposed he addressed himself to
the northern seals.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). XNot exclusively.
Then, with regard to the area of water
over which these seals wander. Now, the
statement wwith regard te the seals of the
Falkland Islands is that they go but a very
short distance from the shore, and it is sup-
posed that the explanation for doing so is
that the fish upen which they subsist doe not
migrate very far from the coast of the Falk-
land Islands. Then, again, with regard to
the seals further south, of South Georgia,
and in the neighbourhsod of the Antarectic
Continent, I believe that those seals breed
upon the ice just as they do off the coast
of Greenland, and off the ceast of Labrador;
so that ithe fur seal—and when 1 say fur
seal I mean the whoie family—do not, in
this particular, differ from the hair seal of
Baffin’s Bay and of the Labrador coast.
They seem to pré&fer high latitudes, a very
cold climate, and will live upon the ice as
a place of resort quite as well as npon land.
Now, I do not think the experiment would
at all be as costly as the hon. Minister of

Mr. MiLis (Bothwell).

Marine and Fisheries suggests. I bave,
however, done what I think was my duty
in bringing the subject under the atten-
tion of the MHouse, and I think that the
experiment .might be made -+without any
very serious cost to the public treasury.
The hon. Minister thinks these animals, up-
on being brought from the south Atlantic
coast, might not return to the land from the
place where they were first deposited. I
de not knmow about that matter. I think
that the reasoning in reference to the habits
of these animals would lead to a different
conclusion from that which the Minister sug-
gests ; but, of course, nothing can be known
definitely. until the experiment is gctually
made. Whether thev weunld return to pre-
cisely the same piace or to the neighbour-
hood of that place, would largely depend, I
think, upon the habits of the fish upon which
they subsist. These fur-bearing seals in the
northern Pacific. I believe, largely subsist
upon salmon ; the hair-bearing seals of the
Atlantic subsist upon the cod. Their habits
are such that they ocecasionally cause great
inconvenience to fishermen, and sometimes rob
their nets of the fish that are caught in them. I
am speaking now of the hair seals, and the
fur seals could not be a greater enemy than
the one that already exists, and unless they
were to appreciably diminish the catch, there
wounld be an advantage in their introduc-
tion. I de¢ not think the hon. gentleman
would suggest that their destructive powers
are likely to be so great that they would
berwu.slv interfere mth the protection of
our fisheries. If that were so, if that was
the corelusion at which the hon. gentleman
arrivesdi from his reading and investigation
of tte subject, when it was practically be-
fore him, then it seems to me that he cught
to bhave taken a different position from the
one he did take in discussing this question
with our neighbours, because that would be
a reason for the extermination of the fur-
bearing seals altogether, instead of under-
taking to extend special protection for their
preservation. Now, the arbitration, which
we must assume acted fairly upon the evi-
dence which was before them, 4did not come
to that conclusion ; they did not come to the
conclusion that the fur-bearing seals in the
northern Pagcific waters were a nuisance that
ought to be abated.

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPPER. The
hon. gentleman vwill allow me to correct
him, because he is falling into am error in
his argument now. The arbiirators had not
jurisdiction to do anything else than to con-
sider how best to preserve the hair seals.
The treaty provided in express terma that
that was the point upon which they were
to base their regulations ; therefore, it was
entirely out of order for them to propose
that they should be exterminated.

Mr, MILLS (Bothwell). The hon. gentle-
man will see that he has only moved his
difficulty one stage further back.



